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Keen to demonstrate that the parts it 
makes are good for hard use, not just 
for show, SNG Barratt booked Shelsley 
Walsh hillclimb for the day on 8 June, 
and gave customers the chance to drive 

the hill in its superb Series I E-type, 50 EE, which 
showcases several of the uprated parts it has 
developed as well as many of the standard parts 
it sells. With my own E-type now on the road, the 
chance to drive it up Shelsley was an extra draw, so 
early that morning, I packed family and pushchair 
into the 2+2 and headed for Shelsley. It was a 
damp morning and had rained heavily overnight. 
A fallen tree completely blocking our route a few 
miles from Shelsley wasn’t a good omen, but we 
arrived to find the SNG Barratt team out in force, 
refreshments laid on and some very nice Jaguars 
lining up to tackle the hill. 

It was good to see E-types in the majority, as 
well as some very nice XJs and later XKs, plus one 
lovely XK 140 DHC. And Julian Barratt’s four-wheel-
drive F-type Coupé, pounding up the hill giving 
high speed rides to all, at serious velocity but with 
great stability and confidence. Having arrived later 
than planned, we just had time for a coffee before 
the drivers’ briefing from the Clerk of the Course – 
where the main message was, the track is wet and 
it’s very slippery, so no heroics please!

The Test Title

Jaguars at Shelsley

Jaguars at Shelsley

Malcolm McKay samples SNG Barratt’s Series I on the historic Worcestershire hill 
– and gives his own E-type a run as well…

 ● Top: Shelsley Walsh 
was a great location for 
SNG Barratt customers 
to gather and sample 50 
EE, and take a ride with 
Julian Barratt in his F-type

 ● Above: the sole XK, a 
delightful 140 DHC, with 
three of the four customer 
E-types present

Helena, Fiona and the pushchair came out, 
helmet went on and I lined up for the start. It’s 
more than 10 years since I last drove up Shelsley, 
and then it was untimed, and I hadn’t had a 
chance to look at the course plan that I had 
carefully printed out beforehand, so I was feeling 
completely blind. I remembered son Fraser 
commenting that with an auto, you should hold 
it on the brakes and accelerate to spin the torque 
converter up before releasing the brakes,  

but how much of that would my aged Model 8 
Borg Warner take? 

Fingers firmly crossed, I selected Low, put my 
left foot on the brake and pressed the accelerator. 
Maybe I wasn’t holding the brake firmly enough, 
but we promptly set off up the hill, so off the 
brake and give it full throttle. Wheelspin set in, lift 
slightly and down again as we entered a blind left-
hander – Kennel Bend. The course then weaves 
gently but you can see the serious corners looming 
ahead, with some exciting camber and high banks 
– not much room for error! Bottom Ess is a tight 
left into steep uphill section and then a fairly tight 
right, Top Ess, close after. But once you come out 
of Top Ess, it’s flat uphill to the finish, a real power 
drive where torque is vital and you start to worry if 
there’s enough room to brake after the line (there 
is). So how did I get on? 

Well, after Kennel Bend revs were climbing and 
with the rev counter currently not working, I was 
driving by ear and had to change up. Only problem 
is, with the Model 8 auto, it goes straight to top, 
so you have to change back to Low to get second 
– and it then won’t go back to first unless you 
drop below about 5mph, so I would do the rest of 
the hill in second! First might have been useful at 
Bottom Ess, but the 4.2 E has so much torque that, 
with a slippery surface anyway, second wasn’t 
such a bad choice. I later found out my first run 
was around 55 seconds. Fraser delighted in telling 
me that he’d done about 43 seconds on his first 
run in his Scimitar SS1 1800ti, but hey, that was in 
the dry, his car has a great power-to-weight ratio – 
and he’s less worried about breaking it!

With only four cars in our group, we were soon 
running back down the hill and lining up for a 
second attempt. This time I held the brake pedal 

 ● Top: Malcolm heads the line of cars waiting for their timed runs up the historic 
hillclimb. It’s wet! Photo by Helena McKay

 ● Above: lined up for the first run. Shelsley Walsh is immaculately kept and the 
marshalling was exemplary Photo by Helena McKay

more firmly and built up a few revs (not too much!) before letting it go and 
powering off in a satisfying drift, wheel-spinning with the limited-slip diff 
doing its best to put the power down. With some idea of where the course 
went, I allowed myself a little more speed but still braked much too early for 
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Bottom Ess – no heroics! Powering out of Top Ess, 
though, I kept the pedal to the floor all the way 
to the line. The E-type felt great, but I was sure 
I’d done the slowest time of the group, with a 4.2 
‘modern’ XK in front and a 6-litre XJR behind. 

It was quite a surprise when the Chief Marshal 
came round with the times over lunch (an excellent 
feast in the Midland Automobile Club’s restaurant 
at Shelsley, all generously laid on by SNG Barratt). 
My second run was 51 seconds – still way off my 
son’s times, but marginally the fastest in the group: 
well done, Borg Warner Model 8! 

In the afternoon, my chance came to drive 50 
EE up the hill, with Andy, one of its SNG Barratt 
custodians, by my side. A 1965 4.2 roadster with 
hardtop, 50 EE works hard but is fortunate to have 
Andy, and Pete Stant, looking after it. Test-bed for 
numerous parts and developments, the car is kept 
in tip-top condition. 

As Julian Barratt put it, “It gets used and 
pampered – but it goes up here 90 times in a day!”

I immediately noticed the lighter feel of the 

Jerry Lunt
“The JET registration number 
is my personal nickname – 
the car is an original Series 
II FHC that I’ve had restored 
by Splined Hub in Arundel. I 
bought it in early 2017 and it 
was on the road for my 70ᵗʰ 
birthday in July – and we’ve 
been running it seriously since 
September 2017. We’ve been 
to Spa twice and took part in the track parade laps.

“The seats are Mazda MX-5 that I fitted myself. I bought them on eBay 
and the leather from BAS, then had them retrimmed by a local company 
in Leicester. It’s got vented discs on the front with four-pot calipers, an 
uprated radiator and a heated screen from Pilkington.

“50 EE is very nice – it feels different from my car, the steering wheel 
is bigger and the clutch action is slightly different. You can feel it’s got 
a slightly tweaked engine, it feels very slightly cammier. The brakes are 
very nice, almost like modern car brakes.”

Tom Fussey
“My 2+2 is well known in the club now, but since I last wrote about it I’ve 
had to have the engine completely rebuilt. It was losing so much oil from 
the crank and, with the engine apart, we found damaged pistons. Now 
it has a proper conversion for the crank seal and it runs so smoothly. It’s 
still on the US-spec Strombergs, but I’ve had them converted so that you 
can adjust the mixture to compensate for wear. I’ve just had it tuned on 
the rolling road and it’s so much smoother than it ever was before. I’m 
working on modified child seats for my kids, cut back to allow them to get 
their legs down in the back as they get bigger! 

“50 EE feels very well sorted – and it’s good and throaty at full chat. 
The throttle response is phenomenal and the brakes really work. I’ve 
upgraded the fronts on my own car but it highlights that I need to bleed 
them – 50 EE’s feel better than a modern car.”

cable throttle conversion, with no lost motion 
– I’ve always liked the firm pedal of my car, but 
could see the appeal. Firing away from the line, I 
certainly enjoyed having proper control of which 
gear I was in! The car was clearly significantly 
faster than mine and I was most impressed by the 
feel of the brakes – light and incisive, they really 
inspired confidence, despite the fact that the car 
had been firing up and down the hill all day with 
little chance for the brakes to cool. All in all, the car 
felt taut and very well prepared, a delight to drive 
with no vices.

I later had the chance to talk over the spec 
with Pete Stant, and the improvements are 
significant, but by no means extreme. The brakes 
have come in for the most attention, with four-

 ● Right: Julian takes a 
tight line at Kennel Bend  
in the very impressive 
F-type Coupé

 ● Below: 50 EE made 
multiple runs with scores 
of different drivers and 
never missed a beat – quite 
a tribute to SNG Barratt’s 
parts and preparation

 ● Left: a quick break at the 
top, as drivers discuss their 
timed runs while waiting for 
the rest of the group

 ● Bottom: Helena 
settles in for her hillclimb 
experience in the F-type. 
Julian decides it’s best to 
shake hands before the 
run, a wise move because 
she had her eyes shut most 
of the way!
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pot BCC calipers on the front combined with 
EBC Green Stuff pads, on standard discs but 
with a V12 servo for extra boost. Pete has 
changed the layout of the hydraulic pipes to 
the calipers, taking the feed in to the bottom 
of one side, then from the top to the bottom of 
the other, with the bleed nipple on the outside, 
because he felt it was impossible to get all the 
air out otherwise. “And it felt much better after 
changing it,” he comments.

The engine has been balanced and is fitted 
with the SNG Barratt Mangoletsi air filter 
conversion – proven to give 11bhp more once 
the needles are altered to suit – and has a cam 
to Pete’s own specification: “It’s not a fast road 
cam – it has a fraction more lift and different 
duration. It’s got about 240bhp at the flywheel 
and all the power is in the middle. It doesn’t 
affect the economy but there is a slight penalty 
in lumpiness at idle, which is why we have it 
idling higher than normal.”

Other tweaks include the pedals adjusted to 
give 2in more legroom and a longer anti-roll bar 
– but otherwise the car is pretty much standard.

It was great to meet fellow E-type owners 
at Shelsley, hear about their cars and get their 
views on 50 EE.

Steve Barnes
“It’s an original UK 
Series II roadster, 
which was restored 
by D-type racer 
Alan Fishlock – it’s 
got a five-speed 
gearbox and uprated 
suspension and 
brakes. I’ve had it 12 
months; I bought it 
with no interior but 
have sorted all of 
that out now. I had 
a V12 2+2 before but 
always wanted a 
roadster!”

 ● Above: a few of the SNG Barratt team 
captured in relaxed mood at the end of the 
day. Julian beside his F-type, framed by Andy 
(right) and Pete, who prepared 50 EE, with 
photographer Dominic far left
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Matching numbers UK right-hand drive E-Type Series 1 4.2. With just 5 owners from new and 50,000 miles covered, this E-Type was
recently recommissioned and repainted to refresh the full nut and bolt restoration that was completed in 1991 at 45k miles

1967 JAGUAR E-TYPE SERIES 1 4.2 ROADSTER

Very original UK right-hand drive with matching numbers in its original colours. Owned by the same family since
the 1970’s and recently the subject of a full engine rebuild and mechanical recommissioning

1963 JAGUAR E-TYPE SERIES 1 3.8 ROADSTER

+44 (0)1242 384092  :  GLOUCESTERSHIRE, GL7 5NX  :  INFO@CLASSICMOTORHUB.COM  :  WWW.CLASSICMOTORHUB.COM 
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life. My parents were greeted with a somewhat 
destroyed lawn, bearing the tyre-marks of some 
most enjoyable driving! To be fair, my father was 
amused, because he too used to own an almost 
identical Austin Seven.

My love of motor cars had begun. In the 1960s, 
interesting cars were affordable. I bought an MG 
TA for £85, and I paid £80 for a Lancia Aprilia, a 
design innovation – one of the first cars to be 
designed using a wind tunnel in collaboration with 
Battista Farina and Politecnico di Torino, achieving 
a record low drag coefficient of just 0.47.

Many years later, I purchased a three-year-old 
Porsche 911 with just 30k miles on the clock. I 
bought it from a real Porsche enthusiast, a man 
named Nick Faure, at his garage just south of 
Guildford. I was excited and took my son to collect 
it. By chance, on the way home we spotted a dark 
blue Jaguar E-type outside a pub near Godalming. 
I remember saying to my son, “One day I am going 
to buy one of those!”

After three years the 911 went, and only a few 
months later I spied a Jaguar E-type for sale near 
Baldock. The garage was run by an enthusiast, 
John Brown, who specialised in selling quality 
classic cars. I remember part-exchanging my BMW 
325 Coupé. People told me I was mad! After the 
BMW, the drive of the Jaguar was unrefined but 
somehow more engaging and enjoyable.

Quite by chance, my car had an interesting 
provenance. My E-type was first purchased by 
The Most Honourable Marquess of Exeter (Lord 
Burghley of Burghley House, Stamford, Lincs). Its 
original registration was FOX 787, but had been 
changed to UEG 97. The number, according to the 
logbook, was held by DVLC ‘on retention’, so I rang 
them up only to discover that they had sold it! 

Apparently, in 1961 the majority of E-types 
were exported to the USA. Many of those fortunate 
enough to obtain them in the UK were a star or a 
titled person. I still have the original concertina 
logbook with ‘Exeter’ as the first signature! 

In the mid-1990s, early E-types were not 
considered to be the most desirable. Many found 
the flat floor too restrictive (fine for a short man, 
as the late Norman Dewis was!) and the Moss ’box 
had no synchro on first. Nonetheless, as a designer 
I liked the purity of the Malcolm Sayer shape. 
Perhaps because of the safety regulations later 
imposed by the US authorities, his design became 
somewhat compromised with the later variations.

 ● Top: collecting 
the E-type after it had 
been resprayed in dark 
Opalescent Blue

 ● Above: the 3.8 XK 
powerplant pictured 
shortly after its rebuild

I was delighted to hear my parents were off 
on their annual holiday to Switzerland. I was 
just 12 years old and knew there was a 1929 
Austin Seven in a scrapyard six miles out of 
Taunton on the way to Bridgwater. The rear 

quarter-elliptic spring had broken so I persuaded 
the scrapyard owner to let me borrow a cast iron 
(wheeled) baggage trolley that had given good 
service at a British Railways station. My brother 
and two friends lifted the car onto the trolley. We 
then used binder twine to tie the T-handle to two 
bicycle saddles at the front, while a friend and I 
had ropes tied to our handlebars from the rear of 
the trolley, so that the car did not slide into the 
lads at the front when we went downhill. 

We made slow but good progress and had 
covered about half a mile when a guy rolled up 
with his girlfriend in a Sunbeam Alpine. He insisted 
he should tow the trolley back to Taunton (five and 
a half miles), which he did. I was delighted and 
offered him a £7 6d tip, which he refused!

I managed to remove a quarter-elliptic from 
another Seven, which I found for 10s in a nearby 
scrapyard. Furthermore, the water jacket on the 
side of the block needed replacing. It was a pig 
to remove because the bolts were very corroded, 
but with a bit of help on the ignition timing from 
my elder brother’s friend, the Austin rattled into 

The Test Title

An aristocratic E-type
Jon Willcocks recalls how his motoring life has  
progressed from Austin Seven to Series I FHC

 ● Top: the E-type parked up after another enjoyable day’s driving during one of Jon’s 
trips to France – on this occasion, the destination was Brittany

 ● Above: where it all began! Jon’s Austin Seven helped to cement his love of cars
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high torque starter and a harmonic crankshaft balancer. 
The secret to looking after a classic car is to regularly use it. 

It is important to keep the oil in circulation, and the brakes and 
clutch need regular activation for the components to remain in 
good working condition. I try to use mine at least once a month 
in the winter and more in the good weather. 

It participated in two events to celebrate the model’s 50th 
birthday. One event was a procession of 50 E-types, which, 
with Nigel Mansell on his bike leading the pack, drove all the 
way from the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders to 
Motor Expo at Canary Wharf. The second event took place at 

Silverstone, where I believe more than 700 E-types made it 
around the circuit! 

It has been to the Hampton Court Concours twice, and  
just recently I also thought I would respond to an invitation 
by the London Concours team. They were inviting cars to 
participate in their exclusive show at The Honourable Artillery 
Company in the City of London. I was delighted to hear that 
the organisers had selected my car to be included in the ‘Icon’ 
section. It was an extraordinary event, full of enthusiastic 
people who just love their cars! I thought it would be a good 
idea before going to the show if Burghley House could shed 

 ● Right: original logbook shows 
that the first owner was the 
Marquess of Exeter and that the 
E-type was originally registered on  
1 December 1961

 ● Below: the car retains its 
original carpets and leather

An aristocratic E-type

In 1996, my car could be described as ‘in good condition’. It had been 
rebuilt in the mid-’80s by Martin Robey, so the bodywork was rust free. I 
made some immediate but subtle upgrades to the car that made it safer on 
a modern road. I had Coopercraft calipers fitted at the front and installed a 
thicker front anti-roll bar. The Jaguar was used regularly in the first few years 
of ownership. Most of the major maintenance has been carried out over the 
past 20 years by Marcus Barclay. I had the rear axle and cage rebuilt by Paul 
Slade, a meticulous engineer based near Farnham. 

As time went by, we were invited by fellow classic-car friends to drive to 
France. The E-type relished the clear, open roads and on one day 300 miles 
was a comfortable trip. France became an annual event and we travelled to 

the most enchanting gites and chateaux. The car 
proved both comfortable and reliable, and the fuel 
economy was around the mid-to-low 20s.

Perhaps because this particular car was 
very early – number 36 – it has caught the eye 
of admirers. It still has its original leather, wool 
carpets and tool kit, and a friend gave me the 
original spiral-bound catalogue. I’ve had the 
engine rebuilt (but watch out for claims regarding 
that leak-free rear crankshaft seal!) and it has a few 
discreet upgrades. It has 123 electronic ignition, a 

 ● Above: hundreds 
of E-type’s take to the 
Silverstone circuit to 
celebrate the model’s 50th 
anniversary in 2011

 ● Left: Bugatti and Bristol 
roll past a line of Jaguars 
headed by Jon’s E-type 
at the Hampton Court 
Concours of Elegance
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any light on the history of the car. To my surprise, Mr Jon Culverhouse, the 
curator, very kindly shared these two paragraphs, extracted from The Life of a 
Great House, written by Lady Victoria Leatham, Lord Exeter’s daughter…

‘At one point a wonderful car made an appearance in the Burghley garage. 
An E-type Jaguar, numberplate FOX 787. It was extremely rapid and he was 
never really in control. Coming down from London one day, I enquired how 
fast it would go. I could see him wrestling with temptation… “If I show you, 
you are not to tell your mother!” I promised and he put his foot down. We 
were doing 125 miles an hour when he lost his nerve and slowed down. It was 
a delicious secret between us for ever after!

‘One evening, after a particularly wet and muddy day’s hunting, we 
were on our way home when we found two lost hounds… “Come along, 
Ranger! Come along, Placid! In you come.” Now I don’t know if you can 
recall the interior size of an E-type. Not over-large and here we were with 

two unspeakably smelly hounds, all claws and 
vile breath, jammed into that crazy car. Most of 
the windscreen obscured by hound, my father 
unable to change gear without much commotion, 
it was a nightmare journey. Shortly afterwards, he 
disposed of the car; the smell lingered still!’

Unfortunately, just prior to the time of writing,  
I was about to link up with 11 other E-types on 
a trip to Gaydon when a deer suddenly ran from 
a hedge and collided with my bonnet. He died 
instantly. Thankfully, ERS – the underwriter for 
Classic Line Insurance Company – has been 
most helpful, and it has just appointed Southern 
Classics to repair the car.

 ● Above: Sayer’s shape in 
all its glory. As a designer, 
Jon is a big fan of the 
Series I’s purity

 ● Right: sandwiched 
between Jaguar 340 and 
Healey 3000 outside a 
French gite
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WE THINK WE’VE GOT IT COMPLETELY COVERED 
Classic Motor Cars Ltd (CMC) was set up to 
look after all things Jaguar and, 26 years on and 
several international awards later, it is still doing 
just that, from full nut and bolt restorations to 
engine rebuilds, trim and paintwork.

Restoring and looking after Jaguars is part of the 
company’s DNA and it continues to work on  
cars that are sent from all over the UK and the 
rest of the world.

CMC has a dedicated team of experts who  
know everything there is to know about the 
famous marque and can help at whatever level, 
from a simple service and check over to helping 
owners resolve specific engine and running issues.

The company continues to evolve its expertise 
coming up with ideas and products to ensure 
that ownership is one of the most rewarding 
experiences.
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club, when you do  
require work you will  
automatically get  
12.5% off labour costs and 5% off parts, 
more details on our website.

So, whether it’s a simple service or  
something a little more complex that  
cannot be dealt with at home,  
give CMC a call on 01746 765804. 

Jaguar E Type Series 1 4.2 FHC  
Just one of the many special motor 
cars currently on sale, check our 
website for details.
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The car is nearly 60 years old and continues 
to delight both driver and admirers wherever we 
go – without doubt, it’s still a head-turner! As a 
designer, I have always felt that Malcolm Sayer 
produced a masterpiece, but never really enjoyed 
adequate acknowledgement for his astonishing 
achievement. Unlike so many sports car designs 
today, which tend to be more ‘butch’, the E-type is 
a beautifully conceived sports car, with a degree 
of design flair that subtly combines purpose with 
elegance and finesse – and Jaguar still managed to 
sell the car for almost half the price of an Aston! 

I am only sorry, that unlike Porsche with 
its beautifully built 911, Jaguar was not able 
to nurture and refine the fundamental Sayer 
design. It is interesting that clearly there is still a 
market for that car, and Eagle and Evolution are 
capitalising on it. 

But ultimately, we are only the (lucky) 
custodians and it is vital that we keep these 
exceptional machines alive for future generations 
to enjoy. Yes, there is an option to convert the 
E-type to electric: just ask Meghan and Harry!

 ● Right: a wet journey 
up The Mall to mark the 
E-type’s 50th anniversary

 ● Below right: E-type Club 
members (from left) Peter 
McKelvey, John Bryan and 
Peter Goodenough with 
Jon’s car at the recent 
London Concours

 ● Below: proudly taking 
its place in the Icons class 
at the concours alongside 
the likes of Aston, Audi, 
Mercedes and BMW

1963 Jaguar E-Type Low Drag
A beautiful E-Type Low Drag which has been completely recommisioned for the 2017 race season. Ready to go!

POA

1961 Jaguar E-Type - 3.8 Series 1 POA
An original UK RHD car which has been restored to a 
superb standard. Finished in Black with Red interior.

CKL Developments Ltd, 
Woodcote, Marley Lane Business Park, 

Battle, East Sussex, TN33 0RE

www.ckl.co.uk

+ 44 (0) 1424 870 600

ckl@ckl.co.uk

Remarkably low milage example in time-warp condition. 
Just 5,027 Miles from New. 1 previous owner. 
Number plate ‘XJ V12’ included.

1983 Lynx Eventer POA

1954 Jaguar XK120 FHC
Once owned and raced by the legendary Jack Sears, this 
historically important Jaguar XK120 is truly worthy of any 
collection.

Lister Jaguar ‘Knobbly’ – BHL158
BHL158 was the first of the new-build Lister Jaguars to be sold to the 
public and raced. It would see road use and race in events such as 
the Goodwood Members Meeting.

1950 Jaguar XK120 ‘Alloy’ Competition Roadster
CKL are delighted to offer this 1950 Jaguar XK120 ‘Alloy’ 
Competition Roadster, one of 240 lightweight alloy roadsters

1964 Jaguar E-type 3.8 – CKL002
“Probably the best E-type in the world” CKL are thrilled to  
announce CKL002, designed for the 21st century with 
quintessential British styling and a touch of modern technology.

£375,000

POA

POA

POA

£175,000

Race Preparation • Restoration • Servicing • Sales • Transport • Storage
Based in East Sussex, CKL are the leading
specialists in road and racing Jaguar & Listers
of the 1950s and ’60s. Our purpose built facility
incorporates:
• Engine Room
• Panel Shop
• Paint Shop
• 8 Lift Workshop
• Large Vehicle Storage

+ 44 (0) 1424 870 600

www.ckl.co.uk
ckl@ckl.co.uk

CKL Developments Ltd,
Woodcote, Marley Lane Business Park,

Battle, East Sussex, TN33 0RE

1973 Lynx D-type – 57 SAL
CKL are thrilled to offer 57 SAL, Lynx’s 17th D-type order and the 
legendary Lynx D-type which claimed those National Endurance 
Speed Records at MIRA in 1987.

POA

1973 Jaguar E-type S3 – 6.9L V12
This 1973 S3 E-type has recently been restored, with the engine 
bored out to a 6.9L, fuel injected powerhouse paired with a ceramic 
coated Hayward and Scott exhaust system. Ready for road or track.

1963 Jaguar E-Type Low Drag
A beautiful E-Type Low Drag which has been completely recommisioned for the 2017 race season. Ready to go!

POA

1961 Jaguar E-Type - 3.8 Series 1 POA
An original UK RHD car which has been restored to a 
superb standard. Finished in Black with Red interior.

CKL Developments Ltd, 
Woodcote, Marley Lane Business Park, 

Battle, East Sussex, TN33 0RE

www.ckl.co.uk

+ 44 (0) 1424 870 600

ckl@ckl.co.uk

Remarkably low milage example in time-warp condition. 
Just 5,027 Miles from New. 1 previous owner. 
Number plate ‘XJ V12’ included.

1983 Lynx Eventer POA

Race Preparation • Restoration • Servicing • Sales • Transport • Storage
Based in East Sussex, CKL are the leading
specialists in road and racing Jaguar & Listers
of the 1950s and ’60s. Our purpose built facility
incorporates:
• Engine Room
• Panel Shop
• Paint Shop
• 8 Lift Workshop
• Large Vehicle Storage

+ 44 (0) 1424 870 600

www.ckl.co.uk
ckl@ckl.co.uk

CKL Developments Ltd,
Woodcote, Marley Lane Business Park,

Battle, East Sussex, TN33 0RE

£87,5001989 GTD40
GT Developments, the highly respected GT40 reproduction 
workshop, crafted this car in 1989 to a much higher standard than 
other reproductions, focusing heavily on authenticity.



18 19     The E-type -       -  The E-type  September 2019    September 2019

Celebrating Norman 

Worcestershire – that within her boundaries 
were the world headquarters and centre of 
strategic operations for the International XK 
Club and Jaguar E-type Club. We have a number 
of Representatives throughout the world and  
I am delighted to say we now have one within 
the Mother of Parliaments, and I have no 
doubt that Mrs Baldwin is mindful of that very 
considerable honour! 

“With the exceedingly selfish retirement of 
my dear old friend Sir Sydney Chapman, who 
hosted these dinners for many years, we sought 
a replacement and are extremely grateful to 
Harriett for so kindly joining us tonight.  

“We now move on to the man we are 
especially honouring tonight. His long career at 
Jaguar started in 1952, as Chief Tester, though 
more accurately, he was the tester. His first 
challenge was working with Dunlop, driving 
120s fitted with a new device that had only 
previously been used on aircraft: the disc brake. 
As we all know, every car today is fitted with 
disc brakes. 

“Jaguar’s Chief Tester was not only involved 
in the production cars but the racers as well. 
The Jaguar team leader was a young man 
called Stirling Moss, who was thought to have 
a promising career ahead and, as we will hear 
later, they shared a few adventures together 
such as sharing a C-type for the infamous Mille 
Miglia in 1952. 

“At Le Mans, Norman was the reserve driver 
for Jaguar. Why was he only the reserve driver? 
Well, he was far too valuable to Jaguar to risk 
something happening to him! In 1955 he did, 
however, compete but most unfortunately his 
co-driver put the car off. 

 ● Top: Stirling Moss and Norman joined 
forces for the 1952 Mille Miglia and 
(above) would often catch up with each 
other during historic events

The following is adapted from my 
light-hearted speech at the 2010 
House of Commons Club Annual 
Dinner. Our guests of honour were 
Sir Stirling Moss and our E-type Club 

Patron, Norman Dewis, and we were celebrating 
Norman’s 90th birthday…

“It is typical of this ghastly modern age 
in which we live that I must commence with 
a Health and Safety warning. Gentlemen, I 
strongly advise you to keep a strict eye on your 
ladies with Norman around.

“It is with some relief that we find the Houses 
of Parliament still standing as yesterday was, 
of course, 5 November [the anniversary of the 
1605 Gunpowder Plot to blow up Parliament]. 
Norman probably remembers reading about 
Guy Fawkes in the papers at the time!

“I always enjoy the day leading up to these 
dinners here as, apart from a pervading feeling 
of dread, I am able to say to anyone I meet 
during the day, ‘I must dash; I am speaking later 
in the House!’ 

“It is now my pleasure to introduce our 
Member of Parliament from the wilds of 
Worcestershire. Harriett [Baldwin] did not 
realise when she stood at the last election – 
and, I am delighted to say, won the seat of West 

The Test Title

Celebrating Norman 
As a tribute to the late Norman Dewis, Philip Porter looks  
back at a happy evening in Westminster

 ● Top and above: with a glass of red 
never far from reach, Norman thoroughly 
enjoyed the Westminster celebrations
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BROOKLANDS MUSEUM
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A U C T I O N E E R S
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01753 639170

OFFERED AT NO RESERVE
1961 Jaguar E-Type Series I Roadster ‘Flat Floor’
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“Meanwhile, Norman was driving and 
developing everything Jaguar built, from the 
weird Brontosaurus to the prototype E-types. As 
we all know, the brilliant E-type was a massive 
success and, along with the XK 120, considered 
by many to have been the two greatest sports 
cars of the post-war period. Norman worked 
alongside all the Jaguar greats – Bill Heynes, 
Claude Baily, Arthur Whittaker, Malcolm Sayer, 
Wally Hassan, Bob Knight and, of course, Sir 
William Lyons. When Lyons produced what he 
considered to be his masterpiece, the XJ6, it was 
Norman who worked closely with Knight and 
colleagues to make it drive like a masterpiece. 

 ● Top: with a couple of 
friends at the 2015 Classic 
Nostalgia meeting at 
Shelsley Walsh

 ● Above: Norman kept 
everyone entertained on 
the interview stage at XK70 
last year. Julian Barratt 
and Paul Brace are among 
those listening in…

Celebrating Norman 

The motoring magazines pitched the XJ12 
against the current Rolls-Royce and asked, 
‘Which is the greatest car in the world?’

“Norman retired in 1986 and, inevitably, 
things went downhill at Jaguar. Struggling to 
survive without Norman, Jaguar was sold to 
Ford. For at least two decades, the Jaguar brand 
limped on largely due to the name and image 
created by Norman and his colleagues during 
the great days of the 1950s and ’60s. Since 
retiring a small matter of 24 years ago, Norman 
has not abandoned Jaguar, even though he 
was very unhappy with various aspects of the 
business at times, but has loyally continued 
to fly the flag and keep alive the enthusiasm 
throughout the world for the Jaguar marque. 
He carved out a role as the Jaguar ambassador, 
giving enjoyment to thousands of enthusiasts 
by reliving the glory days and becoming a 
first-class speaker and, indeed, entertainer. We 
all love our old Jaguars, we all love Norman – 
especially the ladies!

“Ladies and gentlemen, I would ask you to 
stand and raise your glasses. The toast is ‘Happy 
90th Norman’.

“Now Norman has been itching to get his 
hands on this microphone all evening. We have 
seated here two men of great stature, although 
it would not quite be accurate to describe them 

as ‘little and large’ – more ‘little and little’! 
“I am going to do my best to encourage 

Norman and his young friend to chat about 
the old days and, to get things started, I would 
like read you something Norman wrote in 
1959 about the 1952 Mille Miglia when he 
sat alongside this young tearaway: ‘In Siena, 
Biondetti’s Ferrari had caught fire during 
refuelling, leaving us no choice but to drive 
through the flames that had spread across the 
roadway. Once though the flames, I leaned 
backward over the rear of the car to assure 
myself that our leaking tank had not ignited 
and, giving the Stirling the thumbs-up sign, it 
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+44 (0) 1869 357126  www.pendine.com  cars@pendine.com       Located at

1961 Jaguar E-TypE
Outside Bonnet Lock Roadster
Fresh from of a 2,200 hour, bare  
metal restoration that focused on  
the preservation of features specific 
to the early cars. Finished in its 
original factory colours, there are 
six folders documenting its history 
and restoration

| Tel: Nottingham 0115 9262266   
| thorntonrestorations.com  

Servicing, suspension, brake 
overhauls & upgrades, electrical 
work, rewires, full & part retrims, 
hoods, sills, restorations, race 
preparation & support, secure 
storage and enclosed transport.  
E-TYPE EXPERTS  

CLASSIC JAG  
SINCE 1967
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E-TYPE RESTORATION SERVICES & SALES

www.newforestetype.com
+44 (0)1590 610929
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was not long before the rev counter was showing 
5500rpm again.’

“Later: ‘Arriving rather too quickly at the Shell 
pit, we struck the door of a competing saloon 
which had been left open and tore it from its 
hinges. Nipping out smartly, I retrieved it for the 
owner who, snatching it from me, proceeded 
to scream in his best Italian who he thought my 
ancestors were, and my knowledge of Italian 
being what it was, I could do no more than smile 
and agree with him entirely!’

“A week later Jaguar received a letter from 
the irate owner, demanding payment and stating 
that his Fiat had been ‘striken by your race-car’!  

“Now, you were both ambitious men who 
wanted to get to the top and become Patron of 
a dynamic, leading international car club, and 
you have both achieved this signal honour, but, 
apart from this, what else did you discuss in 
those days?”

Following a hilarious chat between Stirling 
and Norman, I closed the evening with a 
story about Sir Winston Churchill: “A young 
photographer was sent to take an official 
portrait of Churchill on his 80th birthday. As  
he was leaving, he rather timidly and nervously 
said to the great man, ‘I hope, Sir, I will have  
the honour of taking your photograph on your 
90th birthday.’

“Churchill looked at him: ‘I don’t see why not, 
young man. You look reasonably healthy.’”

With that, I expressed the view that, if we all 
made it, we should meet again in 10 years’ time 
to celebrate Norman’s 100th. Sadly, it was not to 
be but he so nearly made it. 

Goodbye Norman, and thank you for 
enriching our lives in so many ways.

 ● Above left: pictured at 
Goodwood and (left) in his 
‘office’ – surrounded by test 
gear as he methodically 
puts another new model 
through its paces

Celebrating Norman 
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Burgundy calling

everyone brought something – wine, cake, 
cheese – and I then brought it all together to 
compose a good and complete menu. Dinners 
are long and festive, and the only light was given 
by candles. As I say, “The more you drink wine, 
the more you will have light” – thanks to putting 
candles in the empty bottles…

We had nine E-types in total, and one further 
member came but without his E-type. You will 
see the red 3.8 FHC and the white 3.8 OTS at the 
next Goodwood Revival. There were also some 
other Jaguar models, such as the two MkIVs 
and MkV, and several Mk2s. There were also 
Austin-Healeys, MGs, and I accepted, after a lot of 
deliberation, a ‘foreign’ car – a Mercedes 190SL, 
simply because she was in perfect condition.

On Saturday, while some people went straight 
to the circuit, others enjoyed the two organised 
visits. During the morning, we went to a mill 
owned by a friend, who explained to us all of his 
activity – from the “grumes” to a final product, 
via a technical and economical approach 
(photo three).

For the afternoon, we went to the Abbey de 
Fontenay (photo four), where we took a picnic  
on the grass just in front of the private parking  
for the cars. The site is a Cistercian abbey 
from 1119. In reaction to the excesses of the 
Benedictine abbey of Cluny, the intention was to 
return to the origins of the practice of the faith, 
with ‘poverty’ in the building, the offices, and the 
lives of the monks.  

Saint Etienne Harding, coming from England, 
was a co-founder of the abbey of Citeaux and the 
third abbot. In 1115, Saint Bernard was sent by 
him to found the Abbey de Clairvaux, and then 

This June, Etienne Battel and I organised 
a tour for the club that would end up 
at the Grand Prix de l’Age d’Or at the 
Prenois circuit near Dijon in Burgundy. 
I’m used to receiving at my home 

many enthusiasts of English classic cars for this 
meeting, and this year the aim was to welcome 
members of the E-type Club and their Jaguars.

I’m sure everyone knows the historical 
connection between England and Burgundy in 
the 14th and 15th centuries. Philippe le Hardi 
(1342-1404) and Jean sans Peur (1371-1419) 
established a strategic rapprochement with 
England. Philippe le Bon (1396-1467) continued 
a clear alliance with the English until 1435, when 
he signed the Treaty of Arras and sided with the 
French. The Ducs of Bourgogne exercised their 
power over a large territory during the 15th 
century. Because of all that, we can say without 
any exaggeration that, during our weekend, 
Burgundy was the centre of a great historical and 
technical commemoration! 

People – conscious of that, of course – came 
from all over France: Tourcoing, Poitiers, Nantes, 
Toulouse, Montpellier, Saint Etienne, Alpes, Lyon 
and Paris. Beginning on the Friday at 7pm, we 
had an aperitif in the garage (photo one).

 At 9pm, we had a dinner at my home. There 
was to be no financial contribution, but instead 

The Test Title

Burgundy calling
Emmanuel Jude looks back at a memorable E-type convoy to Dijon
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Saint Bernard decided upon the construction 
of the Abbey de Fontenay. Some people think 
that the first importation of English vehicles to 
Burgundy could have been initiated during that 
era, but no evidence has been found…

We had a very efficient and pleasant guide, 
and you will notice how calm and attentive 
we were (photo five). The interior of the abbey 
is typical of the Cistercian style. Very few 
decorations, especially on the colonades. When 
the line is this pure, there is no need to add 
anything else (of course, no reference to our 
cars). In the cloÎtre – the central section of the 
abbey – there were four galleries to walk, sit and 
pray in absolute silence.

In photo six, you will see our sommelier in 
red, serving the champagne for the Saturday 
aperitif at 7pm. A special moment to begin a 
long evening. At 8pm, a 45-minute presentation 
of Art Marquetry was made on a video screen 
by two friends – Armande and Geoffroy De 
Bazelaire. This fascinating presentation for the 60 
participants was followed by a dinner – including 
boeuf bourguignon, of course. Some of us didn’t 
want to finish, or preferred to finish early in the 
morning tasting some stronger alcohol than 
white and red wine. Next year, I hope that a 
Scottish owner of a V12 who couldn’t come this 
year because of his engine being rebuilt will 
come with an approved beverage!

On Sunday, several of us went to the Prenois 
circuit to see the paddock, races and a great 
battle between a Maserati ‘Birdcage’ and an 
E-type, with the win going to the E-type driven 
by Carlos Monteverde and Gary Pearson. 
On Saturday, Jon Minshaw won the Sixties 
Endurance race with his E-type in front of several 
Cobras, which had been untouchable since 2015. 
The meeting was organised by Peter Auto, and 
the Prenois circuit was appreciated by drivers 
and has been, in the past, a Grand Prix venue. 
Several E-types were there (photo seven).

To conclude, a great weekend with a friendly 
and warm atmosphere, under the banner of 
‘entente cordiale’ between French people and 
English mechanics. See you next year with some 
other scheduled visits!

Burgundy calling

Your Trusted Source For Jaguar Parts Since 1965

1-800-875-5247
+1-740-282-8649

welshent.com

QUALITY PARTS
SUPERIOR CUSTOMER SERVICE

Supplying parts for all Jaguar models from 1949 to modern day.

The manufacturing source for many aftermarket parts. 

100,000+ square foot warehouse has an extensive inventory of NOS, 
used, new, and hard to find parts in stock and ready to ship.

All orders ship the same day so you are sure to get the parts you 
need when you need them.

Welsh Enterprises has been supplying Jaguar enthusiasts and shops with 
parts for over 50 years. You will always find a great deal and excellent 
customer service when you shop with us. 
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For over 35 years, Classic Showcase has been restoring Jaguar history  by creating award-winning 
show cars and great investment classics. Our showrooms offer a diverse selection of Jaguars and 
other European classics at various levels, ready for worldwide delivery. Let our knowledgeable staff 
help you find the classic of your dreams, and if we don’t have that perfect car in stock, we’ll be 
happy to create one for you. Our team has dedicated years to perfecting the restoration process 
and has made it an enjoyable experience. Our team’s dedication to the craft has achieved 
numerous award-winning Concours results. When it’s time to sell your classic car, let our sales and 
marketinmarketing team assist you with our vast resources and experience in the hobby. We also offer 
Concours preparation services, vehicle servicing and appraisals. Please visit us online to review all 
the diverse services we have to offer! Classic Showcase is the Jaguar Collector’s Resource.
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1965 XKE 4.2L COUPE | VIN: 1E30962 
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The Jaguar Collector’s Resource

other Jaguars available from our showroom 

La Jolla, CA 2019 Concours Winner

Show-Driver level, fully restored by Classic Showcase  

Show-Driver level, fully restored by Classic Showcase  

30K original miles; Includes Hard and Soft Tops

CLASSIC SHOWCASE

1958 Mark I 3.4L Saloon  1965 XKE Series I 4.2L OTS

 1966 XKE Series I 4.2L OTS1962 Mark II 3.8L Sedan 1967 340 ‘Mark II’ 3.8L Sedan 1969 XKE Series II 4.2L OTS 1976 XJ6C 4.2L Coupe
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rise up into Lavant – another popular viewing 
spot with grandstands, a big screen and food 
stalls. It’s well worth the effort to get out there.

Kinrara Trophy
Goodwood’s PR machine likes to trumpet  
this as being ‘the most expensive grid in the 
world’ – a tag that used to be applied to the 
RAC TT Celebration – but the value of the cars 
doesn’t matter as much as the quality of the 
action. Last year, this field of pre-1963 GT 
machinery put on one of the best races of the 
weekend, and if it does the same again, it’ll be 
an unforgettable spectacle on Friday evening. 
Definitely one to stick around for.

The Barry Sheene Memorial Trophy
Much is made of the star drivers on four 
wheels, but the Revival’s two-wheeled 
diversion features more than its fair share of 
great names. In 2019, MotoGP ace Dani Pedrosa 
will be sharing a 500cc Paton with Joaquin 
Folch Jnr, and they will be up against the 
likes of James Ellison, James Haydon, Eugene 
Laverty and Steve Parrish. There will also be 
no fewer than seven TT winners at Goodwood, 
from John McGuinness and Michael Dunlop to 
debutant Conor Cummins.

The Goodwood Revival

 ● From top: the approach to St 
Mary’s is a great place to watch; it’s 
always worth sticking around to 
watch the evening races; star names 
will be out for the motorcycle race

Spirit of March concours
The display element of the Revival’s aviation content 
almost ended before it had really begun thanks to the 
CAA taking a very dim view of Ray Hanna’s now-legendary 
ground-level fly-past at the circuit re-opening in 1998. 
But aircraft remain a central element of proceedings, 
especially since the addition of the Freddie March Spirit of 
Aviation Concours. This year’s pre-1966 line-up will include 
everything from a WW1 Airco DH9 bomber to a Hawker 
Sea Fury, while overhead a Douglas C-47 will take part in a 
tribute marking 75 years since D-Day.

Fordwater and St Mary’s
It can often feel as if the vast majority of the Goodwood 
crowd is packed into the area between the final corner 
at Woodcote and the first corner down at Madgwick. 
There’s certainly plenty to see in that area, but in terms 
of somewhere to watch the drivers really pressing on, it’s 
worth heading out to the back leg of the circuit. 

The short straight from Madgwick leads into the fast 
right-hander at Fordwater, which drops away on the exit, 
unsettling the cars at high speed. The road then keeps 
jinking right until it gets to ‘No Name’ – the right-hander 
before St Mary’s at which Stirling Moss suffered his career-
ending accident in 1962. As with Fordwater, it’s a corner at 
which the quickest drivers will truly stand out. 

The exit of St Mary’s gives you the opportunity to get 
close to the action, and you can see the cars cresting the 

Revival highlights
James Page showcases 10 elements of the weekend that you won’t want to miss

 ● Top: C-type heads into another 
lap of the Goodwood circuit

 ● Above: Spirit of March concours 
celebrates aviation history
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Over the Road
For a few years, it didn’t seem as if Goodwood quite knew 
what to do with what was, in effect, a car park. But it was 
a car park set aside just for classics and soon became an 
impressive show in its own right – so, inevitably, the ‘Over 
the Road’ area grew off the back of it. The car park has 
become the Revival Car Show and remains a fine place to 
while away an hour or so, and there are all sorts of extra 
attractions there – from a cinema, a fairground and a roller 
rink to the serious business of the Bonhams auction.

St Mary’s Trophy
A few years ago, I had a bacon sandwich at the NAAFI 
wagon and got chatting to an American enthusiast who’d 
expected Goodwood to be like some Stateside historic 
meetings, which – at times – can be more of a high-speed 
demonstration. The first race he happened to watch at 
the Revival was the St Mary’s Trophy, and as three cars 
barrelled into Madgwick side-by-side he realised that this 
was emphatically not the same…

The saloon cars often offer the weekend’s most 
entertaining racing, and this year’s grid will be made up of 
1950s models. As ever, the ‘pro-am’ format should produce 
more than its fair share of fireworks. 

Evening racing
Tempting though it might be to ‘beat the rush’, it’ll be  
worth sticking around on Friday and Sunday evenings to 
watch the Kinrara Trophy and the Freddie March Memorial 
Trophy. If the weather plays ball, there are few finer sights 
than the cars racing into the sunset. Even better if a Spitfire 
or Hurricane also goes up for one final flypast in the 
gathering dusk…

Cooper parade
The Revival’s parades are always worth catching at  
some point during the weekend – no one who saw an 
emotional Dan Gurney enthusiastically waving to the 
crowds as Tony Brooks drove him round in their 1959 Ferrari 
Testa Rossa will forget it in a hurry. This year, the Cooper 
Car Company will be honoured, 60 years after the Surbiton-
based giant-killer claimed its first Formula One World 
Championship. No doubt the line-up will include Grand 
Prix cars and sports-racers, as well as the 500cc racers in 
which the company built its reputation and, of course, the 
legendary Mini Cooper. 

American heroes
With celebrations for the 50th anniversary of the Moon 
landings still fresh in the memory, Goodwood will be doing 
well to top the guest of honour at the 2009 Revival – Buzz 
Aldrin. Nonetheless, two legends of American racing will be 
making the trip to West Sussex – Juan Pablo Montoya and 
NASCAR star Jeff Gordon. Montoya was a huge hit when 
he visited the Festival of Speed, and despite the fact that 
it hasn’t yet been announced what he’ll be driving, the 
Colombian should be worth watching whatever he’s in.

Mini adventure
This year marks the 60th anniversary of the Mini, so 
Alec Issigonis’s little wonder will be much in evidence – 
including the customised examples that were presented 
to Paul McCartney, George Harrison and Ringo Starr by 
Beatles manager Brian Epstein. Unfortunately, not even 
Goodwood’s team could track down the one given to John 
Lennon, but still – three out of four’s pretty good…

 ● Top: the former RAF Westhampnett will again echo to the 
unmistakeable sound of a Spitfire engine

 ● Above: popular Over the Road area has grown massively 
over the past few years

The Goodwood Revival
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increase the performance of your Road, 
Race or Rally Car.
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Visit our website
www.bighealey.co.uk
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Lap of Goodwood

the wheel it’ll come back on its own. 
“The next one is Fordwater. You must never turn into 

Fordwater too early. If you turn in early, you come out early 
– and it’s compounded by the fact that the outside of the 
track comes in. So if you’ve gone in early, you’ll come out 
early and you’ll find that the road’s gone! Go in from the 
left and let it sweep through – you don’t have to brake, you 
don’t have to change gear. 

“The next one is No Name [the right-hand kink before St 
Mary’s]. No Name you’ll not get right – I haven’t done yet. 
It’s much faster than it looks, and all that matters is that you 
need to get back to the right-hand side of the circuit before 
you turn left into St Mary’s.

“You must not turn into St Mary’s too early, because 
again you’ll come out too early. St Mary’s, the exit is very 
fast but you mustn’t go more than halfway across the track 
to your right. You have to concentrate on getting down to 
Lavant, which has two kerbs, but there’s only one apex that 
matters and that’s the last one. 

“You go into it and again don’t move the steering wheel 
at all. If you’ve gone in on the right line, you’ll go through 
under full power on the correct exit line. 

“The straight is the most dangerous part of Goodwood 
because it isn’t straight. The line is straight but you can’t 
overtake anyone on the right-hand side unless they’ve 
waved you past, because you’ll run out of room on the right.

“Going down to Woodcote, you look at the Super Shell 
building and you aim straight across the road at the first ‘l’ 
of ‘Shell’. When you get to the edge, that’s when you turn 
right. Don’t muck about with the steering on the approach. 
Go straight across to the ‘l’ and turn right, then go 
through Woodcote under full power. Then all you’ve got to 
remember is that your speed all the way down the straight 
depends on how well you come out of the chicane.”  

“It’s the most wonderfully enjoyable circuit,” he concludes, 
“but it’s all about exit speed from the corners. Not how fast 
you’re going in – it’s how fast you’re coming out.”

 ● From top: saloons exit Lavant and head down the straight, 
which – as you can see from the roll evident in the leading 
Jaguars – is anything but straight; double-apex corners are 
the order of the day at Goodwood; cresting the rise between 
St Mary’s and the right-hander at Lavant

The Goodwood Revival

F ew drivers have more experience of Goodwood 
than Willie Green. The British ace has raced – and 
won in – a quite astonishing array of cars, and many 
enthusiasts will remember his performances in 
competition as well as the detailed and entertaining 

track tests that he carried out for magazines such as Classic 
& Sports Car. He’s the perfect man to talk us round the West 
Sussex circuit.

“It’s not a difficult place,” he says. “People are in awe of 
it. If you put it into plan form and don’t try hard, it’s very 
easy. Ian Donaldson showed me the quick way round. He 
was racing a white D-type at the time and he was brilliant.

“The way to learn Goodwood is to do it at 60mph. As you 
approach Madgwick, you look at the marshals’ post on the 
outside edge of the circuit and you aim at it, and you turn 
right when you run out of road – and then you never move 
the steering wheel again. 

“There are three kerbs as you approach. You stay about 
six feet out from the first one, which will take you to the 
outside edge of the circuit. You then turn right, and that 
will bring you back to within about three or four feet of the 
second concrete kerb. The car will then drift to the outside 
and you’ll frighten the life out of yourself, but still don’t 
move the steering wheel because it’ll come back to that 
last apex. The more you move the steering wheel, the more 
unbalanced it’ll get. The only bit of nerves will come as it 
starts to run towards the outside, but if you haven’t moved 

Lap of Goodwood
Fast and uncompromising, the former RAF Westhampnett is a superb test of car 
and driver. And we found the perfect guide…

 ● Top: the maestro showing how it’s done – Sir Stirling Moss 
negotiates the first corner at Madgwick

 ● Above: No Name is faster than it looks, and is crucial if 
you’re to approach St Mary’s on the correct line
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Revival race card
It’s set to be another busy programme – here’s how it’ll play out…

After a full day of practice on Friday, the racing itself 
gets under way that evening with the Kinrara 
Trophy, a two-driver race for pre-1963 GT cars of  
3 litres and over. So, E-types will feature heavily in 
this 60-minute curtain-raiser, alongside Aston Martin 

DB4GTs and Ferrari 250 GT Short Wheelbases. In fact, Phil Keen 
and Jon Minshaw won the 2017 Kinrara Trophy in an E-type, 
and were second last year to the Ferrari 250 GT ‘Breadvan’ of 
Emanuele Pirro and Niklas Halusa.

On Saturday morning, the Fordwater Trophy is for 1960-
’66 roadgoing sports and GT cars, and that’s followed by the 
opening stanza of this year’s Barry Sheene Memorial Trophy. 
The 25-minute Goodwood Trophy is next up, and is for Grand 
Prix and voiturette cars that raced between 1930 and 1951. 
Then it’s the first of two races in the St Mary’s Trophy, which 
alternates between cars from the 1950s and 1960s – for 2019, it’s 
the earlier grid that will be taking part.

The 1.5-litre Grand Prix cars always look at home around 
Goodwood, having raced so many times there in period, and the 
Glover Trophy takes place on Saturday afternoon ahead of the 
day’s closing race – the 25-minute Sussex Trophy for sports cars 
that raced between 1955 and 1960. Jaguar-engined machinery 
should feature strongly, and last year Phil Keen took a Lister 
Knobbly to victory having started from the pit lane!

Sunday opens with the Earl of March Trophy for the 
little 500cc Formula Three buzz-boxes, and then comes the 
Richmond & Gordon Trophies for Grand Prix cars built 
between 1954 and 1960 – always a highlight. The second  
part of the Barry Sheene Memorial Trophy is next, before 
Bentley’s centenary is honoured with a special edition of 
the Brooklands Trophy devoted to pre-war models from 
Cricklewood and Derby.

For many, the Royal Automobile Club TT Celebration is the 
jewel in the crown of the Revival, and certainly the 60-minute 
race features some of the weekend’s most famous drivers and 
cars. It’ll come down to a simple case of whether the E-types or 
anyone else can stop the Cobras.

After that comes part two of the St Mary’s Trophy, then 
the weekend’s fastest race – the Whitsun Trophy for pre-
1966 unlimited sports-prototypes. The sight of GT40s going 
up against Lola T70s and Cooper Monacos is always a special 
one, but this year it could be eclipsed by the Freddie March 
Memorial Trophy. The closing race of the weekend will feature 
cars from 1952-’55 and evoke the period Nine Hours race by 
running into dusk. It’ll be a fitting way to finish.

 ● Top: E-types will feature in both the Kinrara Trophy on 
Friday evening and the RAC TT Celebration

 ● Above: this year, the St Mary’s Trophy will be for 1950s  
tin-tops, and should provide great racing
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A family affair

Over the decades, Paul has made many friends 
around the world: “I’ve sourced a lot of project 
cars from the USA. I’ve built up good contacts 
there and now suppliers come to me first when 
they get an XK or E-type project in. If a customer 
comes to us wanting, say, a 120 roadster in a 
particular specification, we will sell them the 
project car and then undertake the restoration for 
them. Full restorations usually come out at £130-
180k plus VAT and we give a 12-month mechanical 
warranty plus a five-year corrosion warranty on 
bodywork on all our full restorations – not many 
companies do that.” 

“We have work up to the end of next year,” he 
admits, “though we can always fit other jobs in 
between. I could employ more staff, but then I 
would need a bigger workshop, overheads would 
go up and we would have to charge more. As it is, 
it works well and we build a good relationship with 
our customers. If we build a car for somebody, 
they commission another – and then their friends 
also commission cars. We get a lot of repeat 
business. The Mk1 Mini that Jamie is working 
on has just 6,000 miles from new – a customer 
commissioned an XK 120, then brought his E-type 
to be restored and now he’s brought the Mini. Cars 
we’ve restored have gone all over the world – even 
New Zealand and Japan.

“When we bring a car in, we strip it to the 
last nut and bolt. Everything removable goes in 
a racking system upstairs – we throw nothing 
away. We then strip down the body and the paint 
is mechanically stripped, by blasting. I don’t like 
dipping as I’ve seen seams explode after, it’s 
impossible to get the last traces of acid out. 

“After blasting, the body is epoxy primed – 
waterproof primer to protect it, which will then be 
taken off where needed to allow localised repairs. 
Meanwhile, we start ordering parts and get them 
on the shelves, to avoid the risk of back-order 
delays when we need them. We even keep new XK 
chassis and sills in stock, so we have them when 
we need them.

“Once the body is done, it goes on a trolley 
to Phil, to prepare and paint the body. Years ago 
we were getting sinkage problems, and the paint 
and filler suppliers were blaming each other: 
now we’ve changed to Novol paints, which are 
excellent. The body is first painted in epoxy primer, 
filler is applied where needed and then another 
layer of epoxy primer to seal it, as filler is porous; 
then high-build primer, which is blocked before 
colour is applied, followed by the lacquer. It’s an 
expensive process, but it’s worth spending the 

From top to bottom
 ● David Gilmour is now fully involved in the business that 

his father started 32 years ago, and is progressing nicely as 
a trimmer

 ● Very experienced painter Phil is 64, but has no intention 
of retiring any time soon! Here he is working on detail 
alignment of an SI OTS bonnet 

 ● A restored Series I FHC body painted, reassembled and 
ready for fitting up

 ● A selection of E-types part-way through restoration; the 
V12 FHC on the right is one of the first 50 built

Paul Gilmour decided to indulge his passion for Jaguar 
32 years ago, after previously working in the truck 
industry. “My first car was going to be a Mk2,” he 
remembers, “but Dad said no!” He bought his first 
Jaguar in the early 1980s, and it wasn’t long before he 

started working on them full time. The company now occupies 
three units on a North Somerset estate, just south of Bristol, and 
it’s ironic that the same dad, Robert, became involved in the 
business and still comes in one day a week to lend a hand, at 
the age of 83. 

Paul’s youngest son, David, joined four years ago to work 
as a trimmer under Paul, who has over 30 years’ trimming 
experience. All trim is done in-house and, subject to customer 
preference, Paul likes to use leather even where Jaguar used 
vinyl or Rexine. “Except for the sills on E-types,” he admits. 
“Leather gets stained if you use it there.” 

Paul’s passion for older Jaguars means he’s slowly building 
up a personal collection, which currently includes a lovely 
original Mk2 and a Series I E-type OTS restoration project, 
though, like all of us, one is never enough. “I’d like a Series I FHC 
as well as the OTS,” he admits.

In fact, the ‘man cave’ in the end unit is currently crammed 
with a mouth-watering selection of project E-types and XKs, 
some already sold to customers and in line for restoration, others 
awaiting new owners to sponsor their revival. The ‘available’ 
E-types include two Series I 3.8 OTSs, one Series I 3.8 FHC, two 
Series I 4.2 FHCs, one Series I 4.2 OTS with an exceptionally good 
body, and one Series 3 OTS with low miles and hard top. 

The Test Title

A family affair
Malcolm McKay finds three generations of enthusiasts restoring E-types and XKs 
at Bristol Classic & Sports Cars

 ● Top: treasure trove – Paul Gilmour’s ‘man cave’ is packed with E-type 
and XK restoration projects waiting to be commissioned

 ● Above: Paul at work in the trim shop, which is right next to his office.  
All trim work is carried out in-house
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A family affair

“It’s all painted off the car,” explains Paul. “We build the 
bonnet, take it apart, paint it and build it again. You can see the 
rust pitting under the paint in the inner panel – all the rust has 
been eradicated, of course, but it was the customer’s choice to 
show its originality in that way.”

Every square foot is in use and the premises are charmingly 
cramped, but as Paul points out, moving to larger units might 
make working a little easier, but would drive up costs and force 
him to charge substantially more to customers.

“One joked to me that getting a car restored here is like 
having a five-star meal in a two-star café,” he laughs. “I drive 
every car for 300 miles myself when it’s finished: fettle it, fine-
tune it, replace any new parts that fail. Quite a few do: we’ve 
had rotor arms that failed within 500 miles – now we buy them 

all from Distributor Doctor – and we had a batch of faulty AP 
clutches that cost us thousands in labour taking engines and 
gearboxes out again. We also had to completely strip a rebuilt 
engine after a rubber timing-chain tensioner block broke up – 
we had to make sure no bits of rubber could block any oil-ways.”

Though all are highly professional and experienced, the 
atmosphere at Bristol Classic & Sports Cars feels almost more 
like a group of friends indulging their passion – the team are 
enthusiastic and very much part of the family, and there’s a 
good feeling that this is one E-type specialist that will be around 
for generations to come…

Bristol Classic and Sports Cars Ltd: +44 1275 342999, info@
classicjagxk.co.uk; www.classicjagxk.co.uk

 ● Top: Series II 3.8 FHC, Series 
I OTS and XK 150 all at different 
stages of the approximately 
18-month restoration process 

 ● Right: Paul and Chris discuss 
the throttle linkage details for the 
twin-carb 3.8

extra time and money for the finish and durability. 
Then it goes into our second unit until all the other 
components are ready for build-up. 

“On the mechanical side, we find most people 
want upgrades now. It’s nice to have the challenge 
when somebody wants a car original and we 
encourage customers to keep all the original parts, 
but most are now going for upgrades like the 
Tremec five-speed gearbox and the EZ electronic 
power steering, both of which we source and fit 
ourselves. We fit Superpro polybushes – they 
are a bit more expensive than other brands but 
we find the quality is better. We install upgraded 
brakes – Zeus are popular – Xenon headlights, 
wider stainless steel wire wheels, stainless exhaust 
system, electronic ignition and fuel pumps. And, of 
course, engine performance upgrades.

“When rebuilding 3.8 engines, we’ll put 4.2 con-
rods in because they’re stronger and inexpensive. 
If the customer wants a straight-port head and 
sandcast SUs on an XK, we use a 420 manifold, 
which mates the two perfectly.”

The Bristol team includes bodywork supremo 
Jamie, who has been with the business for 25 
years, Phil, the hugely experienced painter, 
and master mechanic Chris, who handles the 
mechanical side, including full engine rebuilds 
and upgrades. Between them, the team cover 
pretty much every aspect of restoration other 
than polished woodwork, chrome and engine 
machining, which are farmed out to well-tried 
local firms.

“I like to have control over the whole job,” 
explains Paul. “It takes 18 months or more to 
restore the whole car, much longer than it would 
if we farmed more aspects out, but it helps us 
achieve a consistently high standard.”

That standard is revealed in the details on the 
150 3.8 DHC currently nearing completion: looking 

A family affair

inside the boot, the heads of the screws holding the trim panel are all aligned, 
the side panels in the boot are leather, and the boot carpet is edged in leather 
– and even that leather edging is meticulously rolled so that no stitching is 
visible on the upper face. Some might argue that that’s not how it came out 
of the factory, but all these details are agreed in advance with the customer 
before restoration commences, along with preferred upgrades. 

It’s rare to find this level of attention to detail with a £55/hour labour rate, 
so it’s no surprise that Bristol CSC is busy: there are currently five E-types 
of different models going through the restoration process. Among them is 
a Series II FHC that is the first Series II to receive a full rebuild at Bristol – its 
owner an existing customer with an XK 150S FHC. The original bonnet on the 
car has been carefully preserved.

 ● Left: very unusual 
factory steel sunroof 
opening on a Series I 2+2 
– the car arrived from the 
US without the panel and 
Paul’s desperate for advice 
and photographs of how it 
worked, what handle was 
fitted, etc

 ● Below: engines and 
gearboxes are built in-
house. This 3.8 unit is fitted 
with a high-torque starter
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Making history

United Kingdom, France and Russia established 
that Greece would be governed by a monarchy. 
Prince Otto Friedrich Ludwig of Bavaria, of the 
Wittelsbach dynasty, was appointed first King 
of the newly created Kingdom of Greece. Otto’s 
parents were the Crown Prince Ludwig I of 
Bavaria, and Therese, daughter of the Duke of 
Saxe-Hildburghausen.

On 25 January 1833, the 17-year-old Otto 
disembarked in Nafplion from the British frigate 
Madagascar with 3,500 Bavarian troops as his 
army and the three members of the Bavarian 
Regency who planned to rule until Otto came of 
age in 1835.

King Otto was married in Germany on 22 
December 1836, to the Duchess Amalia of 
Oldenburg. Upon her arrival in Greece, the 
beautiful 17-year-old Queen was heartily 
welcomed. She started working on social issues 
and wisely realised that her style of dress should 
emulate that of the Greek people. She created 
a ‘romantic folksy court dress’ that became the 
Greek national costume, and encouraged Otto 
to adopt a Hellenistic style in his portraits.

Until the completion of the building project 
for the Athens Royal Palace, now the Greek 
Parliament in Syntagma Square, Otto and 
Amalia temporarily lived in the mansion that 
was the first permanent base of the Greek 
National Assembly, now known as the Old 
Parliament on Stadiou Street. Afterwards, 
the royal couple moved into the building that 
is now the Museum of the City of Athens at 
Paparigopoulou Street. The interior of the 
palace was not completed before their exile. 

Throughout the reign of her husband, Queen 
Amalia gave prominence to the redevelopment 
of the green spaces in the city and, particularly, 

the creation of the Royal (now National) Gardens of Athens. Before 
finishing the planting of the Royal Gardens, she decided to purchase a 
vast area of 250 hectares in the north of Athens in the rich valley of the 
Kifisos river. 

The climate was perfect for grapevines and fruit trees. Queen Amalia 
also created a husbandry model on her property, including many 
domestic and farm animals. There are sources indicating that there were 
cows, chickens, beehives and ‘Merino’ sheep, as well as a pair of giraffes! 
Old horses of the royal family were used for the tillage and for other 
agrarian work so that they could serve the farm.

Meanwhile, she supervised the construction of a royal villa with tower 
depicting the gothic style of Schloss Ηochenschwangau in Bavaria,  
where her husband Otto was born. The Queen’s Tower is a unique 
monument of the new gothic architecture style in Greece. The portal of 
the building is monumental since it resembles a castle with its ramparts 
and smaller side towers. 

The main room of the tower features elaborate decoration with the 
coats of arms of the two houses and held a prominent status concerning 
the organisation of banquets. The precious, delicate and beautifully 

 ● Above right: Otto and 
Amalia made their first 
home in what is now the 
Old Parliament (right) on 
Stadiou Street, a major 
thoroughfare in Athens

On a sunny Sunday in Greece, it is 
nice to walk in the countryside or 
visit a historical location, enjoy an 
open-air meal in good company 
and possibly drive a beautiful 

Jaguar! We managed to do all of the above with 
a spicy ingredient that tabloids and people all 
around the world are curious about – history 
and gossip about a royal family. Maybe not 
everyone knows that Greece had a brief royal 
history, comprising only six ‘imported’ kings 
during 140 years of reign.

Today we are trying to compress into 
a few words the birth of this part of Greek 
history in order to satisfy your curiosity and 
introduce the fairytale location that we reached 
aboard 10 different Jaguars. The Greek War 
of Independence lasted from 1821 until 1829, 
and was a revolution waged by the Hellenic 
population to win independence from the 
Ottoman Empire. After a long and bloody 
struggle, with the aid of the Great Powers  
and the Philhellenism of European aristocrats 
such as Lord Byron, Greek independence  
was finally granted.

In 1827, Ioannis Kapodistrias was the first 
governor of the independent Greek Nation. 
As head of state of Greece, he proceeded with 

The Test Title

Making history
Club Representative Alex Holis looks back at the Jaguar Club 
of Greece’s latest tour, which had royalty as its theme

crucial changes for the advancement of the 
state, as well as the enactment of the state legal 
system in order to restore law and order. He also 
reorganised the military forces under a united 
administration. His reforms and measures, 
along with his effort to boost the country, 
evoked feuds that led to his assassination in 
Nafplion on 9 October 1831. 

In 1832, at the Convention of London, the 

 ● Top: everyone parked 
up in Drosia at the end of 
the run 

 ● Above: XK 120 and 
E-type add a touch of style 
to the everyday traffic



47     -  The E-type   October 2019

preserved marquetry of the wooden floor made 
it necessary for visitors to enter the hall without 
shoes or wearing the special ‘Queen’s slippers’.

Otto’s reign would prove troubled, but he 
managed to last for 30 years before he and his 
wife left the way they’d come – aboard a British 
warship. During the early years of his reign, the 
regents ruling in his name made themselves 
very unpopular by trying to impose German 
ideas of government on the Greeks, while 
keeping most significant state offices away from 
them. Nevertheless, they laid the foundations 
of a Greek administration, army, justice and 
education system. 

Otto was sincere in his desire to give Greece 
good governance, but he suffered from two 
great handicaps: his Roman Catholic faith in an 
Orthodox country, and the fact that his marriage 
remained childless due to the Queen being 
unable to have children. 

After the royals were exiled, the government 
declared the estate as public property. Its 
management was assigned to the Ministry 
of Finance, which afterwards delivered it to 
the new Danish king, King George I of the 
Glücksburg dynasty. In 1863, Otto was given the 
estate once again, as proxy. Following his death, 
the estate was purchased by Baron Sinas and, 
after that, it was sold to the Pachis family. Next, 
it passed on the Serpieri family. 

By an interwar law that forbade the existence 
of very large estates in private hands, the 
Serpieri family was forced to offer 90% of it to 
the Greek public to become an Environmental 
Awareness Park, and maintain an area of only 
25 hectares, inside of which the Queen’s Tower 
stands today. Nowadays, the tower and its land 
forms an agricultural commercial company. 
Inside the property, we encounter horses, 
chickens and beehives. The stables that are 

Making history

 ● Right, from top: the 
National Gardens of 
Athens; 10 Jaguars ‘guard’ 
the impressive Queen’s 
Tower; everyone gathers 
in the tower’s main room 
– note the footwear, or 
lack of it
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Making history

offered for rent make it possible for horses to be 
accommodated and get proper physical exercise 
in an ideal habitat. 

The estate still produces excellent organic 
pistachio, olives and grapes. After having visited 
the winery, we had the pleasure of tasting all 
the varieties of white and red wine, produced 
locally, accompanied by cheese and a delicious 
vegetable pie. Refreshed by the chilled wines 
and amazed by the natural surroundings, all the 
gentlemen drivers switched on the ‘horsepower’ 
of their Jaguar engines and, together with the 
ladies, slowly followed the path among the 
horses’ fields to the exit. 

We drove to our final destination, the vintage 
classic taverna Eleftheriadis in Drosia, a well-
known family restaurant that since 1928 has 
offered its speciality – the ‘Peinirli’, a kind of 
Greek pizza in a shape of a 30cm-long boat 
filled with cheese and everything delicious 
and fattening you can imagine! We parked our 
cars nearby and prepared our taste buds under 
the shade of the fig and plane trees. Another 
successful gathering was over and we toasted 
to meet again at the next one, always proud to 
drive our beautiful Jaguars.

 ● Clockwise, from top: E-types to the fore at the Queen’s 
Tower, with a trio XKs and a solitary Mk2 beyond; wine-
tasting was laid on; two different kinds of horsepower; 
Series I leads V12
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Norman goes racing 
Our late patron’s competition outings

Silverstone Classic
All the E-type excitement from 2019

Chateau Impney
Philip Porter reports from Midlands meeting

Jaguar Classic Challenge
Donner wins penultimate round at Croft 
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 ● During July, the Chateau Impney Hotel transforms itself into 
a full-blown motorsport venue to the benefit of competitors 
and spectators alike. Using a variety of the drives up to and 
around the hotel as the hillclimb course, and a selection of car 
parks as paddocks, the venue has grown into a superb event 
over the past few years. The best part, for me, was the eclectic 
entry, everything from classic cars through vintage single-
seaters and sports racers to a wonderful selection of eccentric, 
fire-breathing monsters. At this event, you will see some 
extraordinary machines from the past – I’m tempted to say from 
the Dark Ages! I only went to watch the Saturday practice this 
year but thoroughly enjoyed the atmosphere, not compromised 
by vast crowds. I well remember, a few years ago, club member, 
and new owner of the Chateau, Guy Spollon walking me 
round the planned course and telling me of his vision. Many 
congratulations to Guy, and to his son Rod, for bringing this to 
fruition and adding another fine event to the summer calendar. 
Philip Porter

 ● The penultimate race in this year’s Jaguar Classic Challenge 
took place at Croft over the weekend of 3-4 August. Mark Donner 
(E-type) made a slow start from pole position but after seven 
laps he’d made his way back to the front of the field, although 
he was challenged throughout by Dave Coyne’s E-type. Jamie 
Boot was a close third, with Mark Russell and Tony Jardine 
crossing the line fourth and fifth. So far this year, the winners 
have been Calum Lockie and Julian Thomas at Donington 
Park, Gary and John Pearson at Silverstone and Gary Pearson 
– driving solo in fierce heat – at Brands Hatch. The final race of 
the season will be held during the Spa Six Hours meeting on 
28-29 September.

 ● The Gold Cup returned to Oulton Park on 24-26 August, 
with the Historic Sports Car Club’s annual meeting benefiting 
from beautiful weather over the Bank Holiday weekend. Adam 
Bagnall (pictured) went into the event leading the 70s Road 
Sports championship in his E-type, but he was forced into 
retirement when he had a coming-together at Lodge corner 
with the spinning Lotus Europa of Howard Payne. Front-runner 
Kevin Kivlochan suffered a blown head gasket on his Morgan 

Plus 8, and through it all came Jim Dean’s Europa to take victory 
from the Datsun 240Z of Charles Barter. The busy programme 
also featured races for everything from Formula One to Formula 
Junior, and Clubmans racers to saloon cars. 

 ● Two significant competition cars failed to sell at Gooding & 
Co’s Monterey auction on 16-17 August. The ex-Walt Hansgen 
Lister-Jaguar, chassis BHL 123, is still available at $800,000. One 

of only two Jaguar-engined Costin Listers built, it won the 1959 
SCCA C-Modified National Championship and was run in period 
by Briggs Cunningham’s team. Gooding also had a more recent 
piece of Jaguar competition history on offer. An XJR-10 that was 
used in IMSA racing from 1989 until 1991, and driven by the likes 
of Le Mans winner Jan Lammers, Price Cobb, John Nielsen, Raul 
Boesel and Martin Brundle carried a pre-sale estimate of $1.5-2 
million but also failed to sell. 

 ● Nominations are open for the 2019 Royal Automobile 
Club Historic Awards, which include a category for Best 
Competitive Event – for ‘any UK-based competitive classic 
motorsport event, from motor racing meetings and hillclimbs 
to navigation and stage rallies, regularity trials, and hot rod 
and drag races’. There’s also an award for Best Race, which 
can be ‘organised by one of the big international organisers 
or by one of the many UK-based historic racing clubs, but 
must have a predominantly UK-based calendar’. Candidates 
can either nominate themselves or be nominated by a third 
party, and the nominated activity must have taken place in the 
12 months between 1 October 2018 and 30 September 2019. 
Nominations close on 30 September. For more information, see 
royalautomobileclubhistoricawards.co.uk
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E2A out onto the circuit. He did six laps before 
Walt Hansgen got in and did a few more. Then Ed 
Crawford, another of Cunningham’s drivers, got in. 
After completing five more laps, the engine blew 
coming out of Tertre Rouge. Crawford said that 
it went at between 5,500 and 6,000rpm; ‘Lofty’ 
England was of the opinion that he’d missed a 
gear. Either way, Dewis looks deeply unimpressed 
with the whole situation in period photographs.

When Dewis went racing

He was at the 24 Hours itself in June, and did 
the first five laps during Wednesday practice 
before handing over to Hansgen and Dan Gurney. 
The American pair eventually retired from the race, 
but although Dewis hadn’t participated after those 
few practice laps, he had ‘previous’ at La Sarthe.

In 1955, he’d shared a long-nose D-type with 
Don Beauman as part of a works line-up that also 
included Mike Hawthorn and Ivor Bueb, and Tony 

 ● Above: the C-type en 
route to the 1952 Mille 
Miglia and (below) Dewis 
reunited with Moss 60 years 
later for the 2012 event 
Newspress/JLR

Norman Dewis had no time for any 
apprentices who arrived at his 
department with ideas of being a 
racing driver, and he himself was far 
too valuable for Jaguar to risk him 

taking part in too many races. He would, however, 
be central to the development of the company’s 
competition cars, including the preparation of E2A 
for the 1960 Le Mans 24 Hours. 

This link between D-type and E-type featured 
independent rear suspension, and was powered 
by a 3-litre version of the XK engine – as per the 
prevailing regulations. It was to be entered at Le 
Mans by American stalwart Briggs Cunningham 
but otherwise it was a factory effort, and Dewis 
was on hand at the Test Weekend in April to help 
put it through its paces. 

After his first experience with the car – back in 
February – he’d noted: ‘First run on competition 
E-type. Not very impressive at this stage’. The 
3-litre powerplant was proving troublesome, 
and initially Dewis reported that the gearbox – a 
five-speed unit at first, but later replaced with 
the D-type’s four-speeder – was baulky, and the 
handling far too inclined towards understeer. 

Development work continued right up to the 
Test Weekend, at which Dewis was first to take 

The Test Title

When Dewis went racing
Our late club patron was revered as a test driver, 
but he was also a fine racer, as James Page recalls

 ● Top: the ultimate test for the new disc brakes – Moss 
and Dewis prepare for the 1952 Mille Miglia. Almost 
10 years later, Norman drove E2A at Le Mans (above) 
Newspress/JLR
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brakes and treat it with the 
respect it truly deserves.

When Dewis went racing

Rolt and Duncan Hamilton. Beauman took the start and for the 
first couple of laps he trailed only Eugenio Castelloti (Ferrari), 
Hawthorn and Umberto Maglioli (Ferrari).  

Even as the race settled down, he was comfortably able to 
run in the top 10, and Dewis was preparing to take over when 
the horrific accident that killed Mercedes driver Pierre Levegh 
and more than 80 spectators happened right in front of him. 
Nonetheless, he got into the D-type and was soon running 
with Karl Kling’s 300SLR – he later recalled pulling 6,200rpm 
(192mph) on the Mulsanne Straight as he drafted past the 
Mercedes, and ended up staying in the car for an extra hour 
before handing back to Beauman. 

Mercedes had withdrawn its remaining cars from the race by 
the time that Beauman, running in fourth position, went off at 
Arnage and was unable to dig the D-type out of the sandbank. 
Their race was over, and a month later Beauman died while 
racing a Connaught during the Leinster Trophy.

Later that year, Dewis shared a D-type with Bob Berry in the 
Goodwood Nine Hours. They finished fifth, but perhaps his 
most famous competition outing for Jaguar was his first – the 
1952 Mille Miglia. He’d spent a huge amount of time and effort 
working on disc brakes, for which a C-type had been pressed 
into service – but it needed to be tested in the heat of battle.

“So now we’ve got it, what do we do with it?” he recalled 
in 2018. “We got together with Dunlop – all the testing was set 
procedures, and we now needed to put it into a race where 
it’s all haphazard. We looked at the calendar – we didn’t want 
to risk Le Mans, so we said we’ll do the Mille Miglia. We’ll get 
Stirling to drive. I knew Stirling – I’d built my own 500cc car and 
raced it. Stirling said he’d do it as long as I went as co-driver.”

They left a wet Brescia and were running second overall by 
the time they reached Florence, despite the C-type having a fuel 
leak and tired rear dampers. But then Moss went off the road in 
the Abruzzi mountains, hit a rock and broke the steering. 

Sixty years later, Moss recalled that: “The disc brakes 
were incredible. Whereas the Ferrari and Mercedes could all 
brake once pretty well and then overheat, the Jaguar could 

repeatedly stop later and faster over and over again, and the 
Mille Miglia was the ultimate real-world test.”

The new technology needed a little bit of explaining, 
though, as Dewis remembered in 2012: “We got called into 
the scrutineers. They’re looking around the car until they call 
us over, and of course with the wire wheel you can clearly see 
behind the wheel. The man says, ‘Where is the brake? This car 
has no brakes!’ And I had to say, ‘No, this is a new brake’, and we 
had to show them that they worked by jacking the car up and 
taking the wheel off to demonstrate!”

More than a decade after that outing, Dewis was once again 
involved with competition projects courtesy of the 5-litre 
XJ13 prototype – although David Hobbs also stepped in when 
Norman injured his arm. 

“The doctor said, ‘You’ve got to rest it’,” he later recalled, “and 
we didn’t want to stop during that time, so they got Hobbs in. 
We were intending to go back to Le Mans, but we didn’t consider 
it any rush to get it finished – we had plenty of time. We’d almost 
got down to the final tyre tests when they altered the regs at Le 
Mans – 3-litre prototypes, so that was us out.

“Competition was very important through the 1950s and 
’60s. Today, I don’t think it holds much water because it’s 
too commercial and it’s too much money. And the cars have 
changed so much. The cars now racing at Le Mans have no 
resemblance to the cars you can buy. In the 1950s and ’60s, the 
cars that raced could be bought from the factory. We used to 
drive them down there, win, and drive them back.”

It may not have been his day job, and he may not have 
competed often, but Dewis was every bit as good around Le 
Mans or Goodwood as he was around the MIRA test track. Mike 
Hawthorn used to trust his judgement implicitly, and perhaps 
there’s no finer compliment than that.

 ● Above: Norman with the XJ13, which was tested by Jaguar during the 
1960s but was destined never to race Newspress/JLR
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Silverstone Classic

only 6.9 seconds in arrears after nearly an hour’s racing 
– and had the consolation of setting fastest lap in 2 minutes 
46.483 seconds. Niklas and Lukas Halusa were third in the 
famous Ferrari 250 GT SWB ‘Breadvan’, just ahead of the 
Minshaws, and fifth was the E-type of Gregor Fisken and 
Freddie Wakeman. 

E-types also featured strongly in the International 
Trophy for Classic GT Cars, which featured a slightly later 
pre-1966 grid. That meant that the Cobra Daytona Coupe 
was eligible, and the car of Julian Thomas and Calum 
Lockie – often to be seen sharing an E-type – came through 
to take victory. In second place was another Cobra – that 
of pole-sitting father-and-son team David and Oliver Hart 
– while the E-type of Graeme and James Dodd was third. 
Jon Minshaw finished fourth in his E-type, John and Gary 
Pearson came through to finish sixth, and a solo Martin 
Stretton crossed the line in seventh. 

The Royal Automobile Club Woodcote and Stirling 
Moss Trophy race also featured Jaguar interest. As Oliver 
Bryant took victory in a Lotus 15, John Spiers was fifth in 
a Lister-Jaguar, the Pearsons were eighth in their D-type, 
and Rudiger Friedrichs was 19th in a C-type. Fisken and 
Wakeman teamed up again, sharing a C-type to take  
24th position.

Elsewhere, three-times Formula One World Champion 
Sir Jackie Stewart demonstrated his 1969 Matra MS80, 50 
years after he took a famous victory in the British Grand Prix 
following an epic duel with his good friend Jochen Rindt. 
The 60th anniversary of the Mini was celebrated via the 
Mini Celebration Trophy, after Paddy Hopkirk had opened 
the weekend’s proceedings by leading a parade in the 1964 
Monte Carlo Rally-winning Cooper S. The race itself was 
won by BTCC driver Adam Morgan. 

The music side of the event marked the 50th anniversary 
of Woodstock, Silverstone Auctions held a wide-ranging 
sale, and, despite the changeable weather, the whole thing 
attracted a total of 109,000 spectators.

 ● From top: the winning Cobra charges past the McFadden/Shovlin E-type as the 
Tourist Trophy gets under way; Bob Binfield’s Series I; the McFadden/Cullen E-type 
runs wide during  the International Trophy

A lthough Silverstone struggles to match 
the likes of Brands Hatch or Goodwood 
as a place at which to watch historic 
cars in action, there’s no doubting the 
quality of the entry that each year’s 

Classic attracts. The 2019 programme featured 
more than 1,000 entries for the 21 races, from the 
Bentley Centenary Trophy for pre-war cars all the 
way up to the Historic Formula One Championship 
and the 21st-century Masters Endurance Legends. 
There was also a record number of car clubs filling 
the former airfield’s huge infield area, with more 
than 10,000 classics on display.

Jaguars were much in evidence throughout 
the weekend, with E-types first doing battle in 
Saturday’s Royal Automobile Club Tourist Trophy 
for Historic Cars. The pre-1963 entry evoked 
period Tourist Trophy races by pitting the Jaguars 
up against Cobras and Ferraris, and the quickest 
E-type in practice was that of Graeme and Jason 
Dodd in third. The rapid DK Engineering pair of 
James Cottingham and Harvey Stanley lined up 
fourth in their E-type, while that of Jon and Jason 
Minshaw was fifth. 

In the race itself, which was held in wet 
conditions, Martin Hunt and Patrick Blakeney-
Edwards took victory in their AC Cobra, despite the 
best efforts of Cottingham and Stanley, who were 

The Test Title

Silverstone Classic
E-types went up against Cobras and Ferraris as 
the summer’s biggest meeting returned…

 ● Top: the Minshaws hold off the Cottingham/Stanley E-type during the Royal 
Automobile Club Tourist Trophy

 ● Above: the John and Gary Pearson E-type slides through Club to complete 
another lap during the International Trophy for Classic GT cars

Photographs by Silverstone Classic/Jakob Ebrey
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Daimler’s troubled post-war history doesn’t make for easy reading. 
There was, though, a glimmer of hope that briefly flickered at the 
11th hour – just before Daimler’s BSA overlords decided that enough 
was enough, and that the Birmingham company would leave the  
car market for good. It originated from Edward Turner, who had been 

appointed managing director of BSA’s Automotive Division by chairman  
Jack Sangster.

Said flickering hope was fired by eight spark plugs, and was a compact, 
beautifully engineered 2½-litre V8 engine intended to power a new generation 
of Daimlers. There was the stillborn DN 250 (an unhappy Rootes-ish-looking 
Vauxhall PA Cresta-based saloon) and the company’s first sports car, the 
oddball and very finned fibreglass SP 250.

Both the engine and the SP 250 were engineered on a tight budget, for 
resources were far from plentiful. The bottom end of the V8 drew from Cadillac 
engineering, the cylinder heads were adapted from one of Turner’s Triumph 
motorcycle designs, and even the SP 250’s chassis was a copy of the Triumph 
TR3’s. Much is often speculated at this project’s apparent lack of consideration, 
but this is not strictly true. BSA did extensive research and consultation, but 
it did appear to ask the wrong people and they hugely over-estimated the 
model’s US sales forecast. This was a considerable problem given that the  
SP 250 placed so many eggs in the booming US sports car basket.

Daimler’s image, the car’s challenging US-inspired looks and its 
compromised engineering – which saddled it with heavy steering, an unhappy 
gearbox, considerable chassis flex and early overheating engines – is why 
production stopped in 1964 well shy of 3,000 cars. A horrific coupé was 
designed, the DP 250, but its styling was the stuff of nightmares and it joined 
the DN 250 in the Daimler bin of ugly schemes. 

Jaguar’s acquisition of Daimler in June 1960, and its subsequent 

The Test Title

Daimler’s baby E-type
Simon Charlesworth recalls the Turner V8 and the 
E-type’s ‘little brother that never was’

 ● Top: the SP252 never went into production, but a 
prototype survives Daimler SP 250 Owners Club

 ● Above: Edward Turner designed Daimler’s V8
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Daimler’s baby E-type

the popular E-type – 65 men could build 56 open 
E-types per month, whereas it took 20 men to build 
just 12 SP 250s over the same period. 

So the fact that William Lyons sanctioned a MkII 
– the SP 252 – is something of a puzzle. A couple  
of SP 252 prototypes were completed in 1963, and 
it is believed that this type is the only design to 
have been solely authored by Lyons. The result 
was a far cleaner – some would and did say – less 
distinctive design. 

Outside and in, it utilised E-type parts – notably 
Series I front indicator/sidelamp units and 
bumpers – and the SP 252’s new dashboard looked 
very familiar, too. The first prototype SP 252 also 
featured Jaguar independent front suspension 
plus rack-and-pinion steering, but this car was 
subsequently scrapped. The only other SP 252 to 
be completed would retain its SP 250 mechanicals 
and eventually end up in private hands.

Why persist with the SP? In 1963 an exchange 
of visits between Jaguar and Lotus did take place, 
and it has been suggested that Lyons, who was 
nearing retirement, saw Colin Chapman as a 
possible successor. However, Chapman focused 
on motorsport activities and had established 
a relationship with Ford, so this was a dead-
end. The SP 252 was shown to Lotus’s design 
and development director Ron Hickman, who 
dismissed the Daimler as a “jumped-up Sunbeam 

Alpine”, although Lotus was sufficiently interested 
in the 2½-litre V8 to power its new Elan Plus 2. Had 
it been produced, it would have brought the Plus 2 
uncomfortably close to the E-type 2+2.

Even after the Lotus chapter, it has been said 
that Lyons did not abandon the SP 252. Aware of 
the changes within Britain’s merger-happy motor 
industry, and the resultant 1966 merger of Jaguar 
with BMC (creating British Motor Holdings), Lyons 
spied one more possible career for the Daimler. 
Given that the Austin-Healey 3000 was ageing, he 
felt the SP 252 would fill the gap in BMH’s sports 
car range between the MGB and the E-type – but, 
for reasons already mentioned, it would lose out 
to the MGC.

Alas, Daimler’s V8s were not exploited by BMH 
or its 1968 successor, BLMC. The new combine’s 
head, Donald Stokes, would short-sightedly axe 
both Turner engines because their production was 
regarded as too labour intensive. Stokes would also 
later admit to disliking fibreglass cars, so even if the 
SP 252 had made it into production it would not 
have stayed around long.

As for the man behind the engines, he did not go 
with Daimler to Jaguar, instead opting to stay head 
of BSA’s Automotive Division until he retired in 1963. 
He retained his BSA directorship and ended up 
working on a big-capacity four-cylinder motorcycle 
engine in 1966. Nothing came of the project and 
Turner retired from the BSA board in 1967. He died 
on 15 August 1973, aged 72.

 ● Above: Lyons with a US-spec E-type outside 
Whappenbury Hall, at around the time that thought was 
being given to making the SP252 a ‘baby E-type’

improvements to the B- and C-spec SP 250s, did 
help the car but didn’t make much of an impact 
on its sales. However, this was not the end of the 
SP, for the jewel in Daimler’s tarnished crown 
was undoubtedly its brace of Turner-designed 
hemi V8s.

The 2½-litre had a larger brother, the 4½-litre, 
which was destined for the DQ 450 Majestic Major 
and its DR 450 limo derivative. Indeed, when the 
larger V8 was fitted into a Jaguar MkX, it reputedly 
humbled the performance of the 3.8-litre original. 
Apparently, it was not put into production due to a 
lack of V8 production capacity – although Jaguar’s 
loss of performance face is also a possible reason, 
particularly given that this would arise again with 
the Daimler-badged Jaguar Mk2 saloon. 

The 1962 2½-litre V8, which was tickled to 
become the V8-250 in 1967, was seldom specified 
with a manual overdrive gearbox, folklore 
suggesting that this was due to the V8’s Jaguar-
bashing performance. It’s equally probable that 
Daimler owners preferred the automatic option, 
particularly given that 17,620 2½-litre/V8-250s were 
built, making it by far the most numerous of the 
Turner-engined models.

As unloved as the SP 250 was at Browns Lane, 
the company didn’t want to instantly kill it and 
dispose of it. Yes, as a car with a separate chassis 
and a fibreglass body, it represented yesteryear’s 
technology and unfamiliar body construction. It 
was also incredibly labour intensive in relation to 

Daimler’s baby E-type

 ● Above: the SP 250 was a rather ungainly and dated 
design, but it did feature Turner’s brilliant little V8



the monthly magazine of The E-type Club November 2019
180

SINCE 1984

EAGLE E-TYPES

35 Years of Dedication

DISCOVER MORE AT EAGLEGB.COM
+44 (0)1825 830966

E-Type Magazine - Eagle - October 2019.indd   1 08/10/2019   11:44



67     -  The E-type   November 201966      The E-type -    November 2019

The Test Title

Edna the E-type Pt7

Edna the E-type

Tom Fussey looks back on a busy few weeks in the life of his 2+2

N ow we had a car once again suitable for a full family outing, 
I started planning a few adventures. I also wanted to do a 
more epic drive to properly bond with Edna, and the stars 
duly aligned in early June. I had signed up with my best friend 
Mark Davies to do the Four Point Challenge – in essence, a 

‘race’ around the British Isles. Rather than compete against the clock, 
though, this was a race to see which crew could travel to the most 
northerly, easterly, westerly and southerly extremities of mainland 
Britain in the shortest distance (no timekeeping allowed). 

The format intrigued us, but sadly didn’t interest enough other 
motorists (proof again, if it were needed, that there are simply too many 
great events on these days), so even though we’d got the requisite ‘pass-
out’ from our respective families, the event itself was cancelled. Not to 
be deterred, we decided instead to use the long weekend to explore our 
cars further. Mark (aka ‘Mavis’) has a Maserati GT, so he’s a useful convoy 
and driving companion. We found an excellent hotel in Ludlow and 
started planning some decent driving roads around the Welsh border.  

Philip Porter and Julian Barratt were able to advise on some suitable 
roads to try, and by total fluke we also learned from Julian that SNG 
Barratt was hosting its annual hillclimb day at Shelsley Walsh on the 
Saturday. The driving gods were indeed looking down upon us. It didn’t, 
however, feel that way once we worked out the detailed logistics. I 
ended up flying into the UK through the night on Thursday, having been 
in New York the week before. I was picked up by Mavis in the Maserati at 
7am on Friday. He then drove me to my parents-in-law Nick and Alison 
Lawrie, near Oxford, where Edna was waiting for me.  

The logistics of getting her there from Cambridge are themselves 
worth a mention, because to fit that transit into my diary I ended up 
taking Edna into central London, via Angus Moss of Moss Jaguar. I 

had previously discussed with him the various ongoing 
niggles, and he agreed that he’d have a quick look at the 
ever-worsening sticking rear brakes if I was able to pop in 
to see him during the previous week at his rather glorious 
Letchworth HQ.  

That day quickly became a logistical challenge because 
I had back-to-back meetings in London, which meant I had 

only one hour with Angus. Thankfully, his team worked 
miracles and quickly diagnosed the cause of the sticking 
rears being a sticking master cylinder valve. A quick 
removal and clean of the valve led to an immediate step-
change in braking performance. While it’s not perfect, it’s 
incomparably better, and such a relief after the best part 
of four years of botched attempts to fix it – including new 

 ● Clockwise, from 
top: mixing with the 
locals outside Harrods; 
bumping into Derek Bell 
at Heathrow; enjoying the 
good old British summer

 ● Top: ready to tackle the Shelsley Walsh hillclimb
 ● Above: objects in the rear-view mirror may appear 

closer than they are – even when they’re a Routemaster
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 ● Right: an investment for 
the kids, perhaps – albeit 
an expensive one

 ● Below right: Monty 
and Isla take centre stage 
in the Kingsbury Racing 
workshop at Bicester

 ● Top: with Malcolm 
McKay’s similar  
US-spec 2+2 and (above) 
arriving at the Classic 
Motor Hub just outside 
Bibury during  
a Cotswolds tour

servo unit, new braided hoses, etc. 
Hindsight is a wonderful thing, and I 

strongly recommend finding an expert who 
knows what they’re doing. It will work out 
faster and cheaper in the long term. I must also 
reiterate my thanks to Peter Stant at SNGB, 
who also suggested this might be the culprit, 
including in his reply excellent engineering 
parts drawings to clarify exactly what he felt 
was likely to blame (as ever, he was quite 
right!). My thanks also extend to Bob Alexander 
and Jeff van den Broek, who both kindly 

contacted me after my previous article in The 
E-type to offer further advice and to share their 
experiences. It would appear that sticking 
brakes are a remarkably common issue, with 
many potential causes and solutions. 

Fingers crossed that Edna’s cause is now 
understood and that many years of non-
sticking brakes can be had. 

With a feels-like-new driving experience, 
I then tackled central London, including a 
very early drive the next morning before the 
Congestion Charge kicks in at 7am. Amazing 
weather and relatively quiet roads made for a 
memorable drive along the Embankment and 
past Buckingham Palace. The E looked very 
much in keeping with the surroundings and 
drew admiring glances from literally everyone, 
including those drivers in very exotic machines. 

If you live near London, I strongly advise you  
get up early during the summer months and  
tour around the famous landmarks. If you can 
stomach the early alarm and catch a nice, clear 
morning, I promise you’ll have a ball and gain 
memories for life. The highlight for me was the 
driver of one of the old Routemaster buses, 
who blocked the traffic to get a good picture of 
Edna. I also thought it only fair to have a quick 
photoshoot on the Mall and at Harrods.

When I finally reached Oxford after taking 
three hours to get out of West London, I 
couldn’t help but notice a rather foul smell 
that seemed to be following me around. 
Rather than accuse Abingdon of having a 
serious drainage issue, I soon realised the 
smell was following me. The battery in Edna 
was letting go, spouting a foul scent of battery 
acid underneath my bonnet. Thankfully it 
was mostly vapour, so on arriving at Nick and 

Alison’s I quickly disconnected the battery, removed it from 
the car, and hosed down the battery tray area. 

Emails to Angus and Peter Stant at SNG Barratt quickly 
confirmed that it was likely the voltage regulator at fault, 
and that a new battery would also be needed. Duly ordered, 
I asked my chief Oxford mechanic Nick if he could kindly 
fit the new parts before I returned in a few weeks to drive 
Enda to Ludlow. With new parts fitted a few days later, the 
problem seemed to be sorted, with a strong but stable  
14.5-volt charge at higher revs. Ludlow was back on…

The flight to London was usefully uneventful, and I 
grabbed a few hours’ sleep. Queuing at the passport check, 
I bumped into Derek Bell and briefly chatted about Es, 
RBCD and how we fit a family of four in ours. We were lucky 
enough to be part of RBCD 2016 when he waved off the 
inaugural convoy up the hill at Goodwood.  

On arrival in Oxford, the heavens opened and the  
day remained very wet all the way to Ludlow – a drive of 
about three and a half hours. Thankfully we were able  
to break up the drive with an excellent stop-off at the 
Renault F1 team HQ in Enstone. I used to work there, and  
it was great to catch up with old friends and to see first-
hand the substantial investment now being made by 
Renault. Fingers crossed for the team that they continue 
their recent performance improvement. I’m waiting for my 
return invite because that weekend was the Canadian Grand 
Prix – easily their best result of the season, so I think I’m a 
good omen for them!

Edna has some fairly significant leaks in heavy rain, with 
water eventually dripping in around both A-pillars, despite 
the best effort of those famous triple wipers. I even had to 
fashion some waterproof trousers using shopping bags to 
keep the rain water from soaking my jeans. Ah, the joys of 
classic motoring! Finally we were able to decamp in Ludlow 
and have a few car-free hours in the rather fun and quirky 
Dinham Hall Hotel.

Saturday brought yet more rain but it quickly eased, and 
nothing was going to dampen spirits. We had intended to 

drive Edna up the hill at Shelsley Walsh as part of the XK70 
celebrations last summer but, as some of you may recall, 
her clutch let go just minutes after picking her up following 
the engine rebuild the week before the event, so we had to 
attend minus our E. I was therefore especially keen to take 
advantage of the kind hospitality of SNG Barratt and have 
another go at getting Edna to the top.  

It was great fun to finally manage it, and while no records 
were broken, I did manage an amusing amount of wheelspin  
and had a reasonable ‘moment’ at the Esses. Box ticked 
and nothing broken. It was great to meet other Jaguar 
owners and compare notes, and it was great to see Malcom 
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McKay’s E on the road and being driven properly. The rest 
of the weekend was a slightly more sedate affair, with many 
roads sampled in both Jaguar and Maserati. Descending the 
Long Mynd in the low-slung Maserati was hilarious – a less 
suitable car for the job you’d struggle to find. 

Edna performed admirably, with sunny but cool weather 
being the perfect accompaniment to good roads, good 
food, and some memorable drives out to Bishop’s Castle, 
Montgomery (so I could take a pic of the road sign for my 
son Monty), the A483 towards Llandrindod Wells and the 
B4368/4378 to Much Wenlock and Cleehill. By the time I 
drove home to Cambridge on Monday, I was tired but also 
happy and relieved that I finally had a car that drove as I’d 
always hoped. While some of the niggles remained (most 
noticeably the slightly reluctant gearbox) the tuned engine 
and brakes made for a very pleasant steed. 

Fast forward a few weeks and Edna was the star of 
another action-packed weekend involving another drive to 
Oxford (this time with the complete Lawrie-Fussey clan), 
a friend’s wedding, a trip to the Classic Motor Hub near 
Bibury (where a warm welcome awaited my arrival, and the 
brief downtime I had was made all the more enjoyable due 
to a range of Porter Press books!), then a mad dash back 
to Bicester on Sunday to take part in the Scramble event 
before we all headed home. I’d strongly recommend CMH at 
Bibury if you’re ever passing near. A very well-stocked fleet, 
good coffee, always something new to look over, and some 
fun stuff – just lock away your wallet!

While perhaps not the most capacious transport, using 
an E for such weekends does add a certain something.  
And the kids love it. Highlight for them this time was 
actually Bentley related – I used to work for Bentley and 

 ● Top: another red vision in the mirror – let’s hope the handbrake works
 ● Above: new Bremont watch evokes style of Smiths dial
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I’ve got some child-sized overalls that I pre-
emptively purchased long before having my 
own kids (they’ve already done the rounds 
with various nephews and nieces). Even 
though I explained to them that the Scramble 
isn’t a strict period-wear event, they both 
insisted on wearing what we usually put them 
in for the Goodwood Revival. 

While chatting to the team at Bentley 
specialist Kingsbury Racing Shop, the kids 
were asked if they’d like to sit in one. Much 
to the annoyance and frustration of every 
other parent and child in their workshops, 
my two were given the star treatment for a 
quick photo session. The event itself was 
very friendly, and with the discounted entry 
ticket of only £10 per adult (for those driving 
a classic) I think it’s one we will frequent in 
future years. 

I hope the Bicester Heritage expansion 
plans don’t lose the quintessential charm 
they’ve captured so convincingly already. 
Could we perhaps have a club area there 
next year? It has an excellent turn-out of 
various other clubs – I managed to totally 
miss that Pendine Cars is owned by E-type 
Club Representative James Mitchell, so that’s 
another useful excuse to return soon! Another 
great weekend and further proof that these 
cars really can be used in anger.

What next? Yet another long weekend to 
Oxford, this time for the Henley Regatta, where 
we do our best to make Edna the queen of the 
car park (complete with bunting). This year I 
did it in style; I managed to entertain friends, 
family and clients for four days continuously. 
Highlights of Henley were being followed 
out of the car park by a gorgeous Ferrari 458 
(reasonably stressful as my handbrake isn’t up 
to much), finding a giant Jaguar leaper in an 
antique shop, trying on the Bremont E-type 
watch (complete with Jaguar steering wheel as 
the automatic mechanism’s rotor) and looking 
like a bit of a plonker in my old college blazer. 

Edna is now recovering in my garage, with 
a slight diff leak as the new issue to worry 
about. She’s booked in with Moss Jaguar for a 
thorough winter upgrade and check over, and 
my snag list extends to two pages already; I’ll 
make sure to capture the key tasks in my next 
update in the winter. 

In the meantime, please do drag your kids/
grandkids along with your own E-type drives 
whenever possible. It’s those little minds we 
need to fill with the adventures, the sounds, 
and smells of these wonderful beasts, to make 
sure there is a generation equally transfixed 
and willing to help us keep them on the road. 
Happy motoring. 

 

 ● Above right: Tom looking a little sheepish in his old 
college rowing blazer at Henley Royal Regatta

 ● Right: the party bags for Monty’s fourth birthday 
included these brilliant personalised E-types!
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Gooding & Company provided a 
thoughtful selection of E-types for its 
auction this year, each with a bit of a 
story. Of course, the star of the show 
was a very early 1961 coupé, chassis 

885018. This was one of four early coupés that 
Dr Mike Mueller of Austin, Texas sold in the past 
few years. I visited Mike’s place, which I dubbed 
the Jaguar Ranch, in 2007 and saw 885018 
slumbering in a barn next to 885009 and 885013. 
The new owner commissioned a no-expense-
spared restoration to the highest level by Jeff’s 
Resurrections in nearby Taylor, Texas. The finished 
product had won numerous awards at a wide 
variety of shows. The classic Jag was hammered 
down at $626,500. Last year, chassis 885010 was 
sold at RM Sotheby’s for $720,000, making these 
early coupés among the most valuable standard 
production E-types. 

Next up was a 1967 Opalescent Maroon over 
Black coupé. After ownership by two southern 
Californians, this car received an extensive service 
but had only logged an astonishing 11,000 miles 
since new. The car sold at $151,200.

A freshly restored roadster sat glistening under 
the spotlights in the Gooding tent in Black over 
Black, always an attractive combination. The Jag, 
chassis 1E13663, was originally Yellow over Black. 
I found it interesting that the car was restored by 

The Test Title

McNabb Report 

McNabb Report 

Words by Paul McNabb Photography by Vance Elder

RM Auto Restoration but sold at Gooding & Co. Sale price was $229,600.
An Opalescent Light Green over Tan 1965 E-type roadster was another 

interesting story. After a long storage, the car was treated to a thorough 
servicing and upgrade. The engine was completely rebuilt and balanced, 
gearbox refurbished, and rear end serviced. Upgrades including an alloy 
radiator, 6in Dayton wire wheels, Michelin tires and a replacement 3.07:1 
rear end made this car a dream for touring. Additionally, a superb paint job 

 ● Top: the recently restored chassis 885018, as presented for the Gooding & Co 
auction Photo courtesy of Gooding & Co/Josh Hway

 ● Above: a small selection of the cars lined up for the Gooding sale

 ● Above: this is how 885018 looked in 2007, when Paul 
saw it at Dr Mueller’s ranch

 ● Below: 1967 fixed-head coupé was showing only 11,000 
original miles

104: Pebble Beach 2019
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brought a price of $224,000. Chassis 1E11190 showed only 
23,000 original miles. 

A drive over to the Portola Hotel and Spa for the RM 
Sotheby’s auction was just as impressive. Parked in the queue 
for the evening’s auction, we found one of six Tempero XJ13 
replicas. I know it’s not an E-type but the workmanship was 
impressive. The replica sold for an impressive $478,000. 

Out back we found a historic racing dream – a 1962 white 
OTS fully set up and with a long competition history. This one 
sold for $280,000.

Inside, on the upper level of the hotel, we found two more 
interesting Jags. The first, a 1965 Opalescent Dark Blue roadster, 
had been treated to 2,500-hour restoration, resulting in a 
virtually brand-new car. Chassis 1E11898 sold for $302,000. 
Nearby, we found another 1961 coupé in the rare White over 
Blue color combination. Chassis 885078 did not find a new 
owner this time. RM Sotheby’s went to three days of auction this 
year, so I missed a few of the nice Jags.  

 ● Top left: chassis 1E13663 looked magnificent all in Black. It sold for 
$229,600 with Gooding & Co

 ● Top right: chassis 1E11190 was immaculately presented and had 
covered only  23,000 miles

 ● Left: supercars to the fore outside RM Sotheby’s auction. There are 
sales throughout the area during Monterey Car Week

 ● Below: Tempero XJ13 replica was part of the RM Sotheby’s catalogue 
and sold for $280,000

One must not miss the historic racing during Monterey Car 
Week, so on Saturday we headed to WeatherTech Laguna 
Seca Raceway. The site was filled with the roar of cars driving 
flat-out. In the pits, visitors can literally feel the ground vibrate 
as the cars drive by. We found a nice-looking E-type coupé set 
up for the competition. I stole a look at the chassis plate, which 
showed a confusing 890008 number. Not sure about that but I 
was sure the owner was having a great time. 

Although we were unable to attend the Concours this year, 
Vance and I did enjoy a walk from Carmel into Pebble Beach. 
It’s the only day of the year visitors may walk along the famed 
golf course. The marshal offered us a ride but we declined, 
preferring to enjoy the peaceful scenery. On the putting green 
we viewed a $12,000,000 prototype Bugatti, so that kind of 
made the trip worthwhile. The highlight of the day was the 
five-hour drive back south along the Pacific Coast Highway, 
including a lunch at Nepenthe. The 800-mile round trip proved 
the ideal classic car rally.

Matching numbers UK right-hand drive E-Type Series 1 4.2. With just 5 owners from new and 50,000 miles covered, this E-Type was
recently recommissioned and repainted to refresh the full nut and bolt restoration that was completed in 1991 at 45k miles

1967 JAGUAR E-TYPE SERIES 1 4.2 ROADSTER

Very original UK right-hand drive with matching numbers in its original colours. Owned by the same family since
the 1970’s and recently the subject of a full engine rebuild and mechanical recommissioning

1963 JAGUAR E-TYPE SERIES 1 3.8 ROADSTER

+44 (0)1242 384092  :  GLOUCESTERSHIRE, GL7 5NX  :  INFO@CLASSICMOTORHUB.COM  :  WWW.CLASSICMOTORHUB.COM 

SALES  :  STORAGE  :  TRANSPORT  :  EVENTS  :  DETAILING  :  SHOP
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Last month, I left you on the morning of  
1 April at breakfast time, at the River Deck 
Café Restaurant overlooking the Murray 
River at Albury, as we were saying our 
goodbyes to those heading home after the 

50th Australian National Rally. For the remaining 
84 people on the Post Rally Tour, the sight of our 43 
Jaguars lined up on a reserved lawn garnered much 
interest from the public. 

After an April Fool’s joke from the Tour Directors 
about the conditions for Brexit having been passed 
by the UK Parliament at midnight, we were given 
our final instructions for the day before setting off to 
enjoy five days touring along the Murray Valley. The 
planned 165km drive for the day immediately went 
awry as we turned south while the Jaguar in front of 
us turned north. 

“They are obviously not on the PRT,” I said to 
Virginia as we continued south. 

“I’ve a feeling we’re going the wrong way to 
Yackandandah,” said Virginia as she scanned 
the map on her lap. After further conversation, I 
conceded she was right. Needless to say, we saw 
some beautiful country back-roads as we looped 
back around to the town. We finally arrived after 
travelling twice as far as the rest of the group just as 
some of the Jaguars were leaving!  

I was quite taken by the former gold mining 

Cherry Ripe Chatter

Cherry Ripe Chatter

Nick Jacques reflects on the tour that formed part of 
this year’s Australian Jaguar National Rally

town of Yackandandah, as it is undoubtedly one 
the prettiest Australian villages I’ve ever visited, 
nestled, as it is, in the foothills of the Stanley State 
Forest. Wandering the streets we discovered an 
eclectic mix of galleries, shops and studios with 
unique artworks, crafts, music and antiques. 
Perhaps this should not have surprised us if we 
had done our homework in advance, because 
apparently Yackandandah is home to many 
acclaimed artists.

Our next destination was the town of 
Beechworth, which Virginia and I had visited on 
previous occasions. This well-preserved historical 
town is famous for its rapid growth from 1852 to 
1857 during the gold-rush days. The bushranger 
Ned Kelly had many links to Beechworth, including 
being a guest in the local gaol. Again, we spent 
our time wandering around the streets and shops 
before grabbing a pie and coffee for lunch at the 
famous and very popular Beechworth Bakery. 

Leaving Beechworth, we travelled via Chiltern 
and Rutherglen to the family-owned All Saints 
Estate winery at Wahgunyah. On arrival, we were 
given a tour and a talk on the history of the winery, 
which was established in 1864 by two young 
Scotsmen, George Sutherland Smith and John 
Banks, who had arrived in Australia 12 years earlier. 

The quality of All Saints Estate wine quickly 
became established when it won the first 
gold medal for Australian wine at the London 
International Exhibition in 1873. The main building, 
the castle, is based on the design of The Castle  
of Mey, including turrets and a tower. The castle  
and two other buildings – the (former) bottling  
hall and cellar, and the Chinese dormitory – are  
listed buildings.  

The main wine storage area, the ‘Great Hall’, 
was once the largest wine storage facility in the 
Southern Hemisphere. It is lined with huge oak 
O’Sullivan foudres (barrels) coopered back in the 
early 1900s that hold up to 5,000 litres of Muscat 
and Muscadelle (Tokay). These barrels form part of 
a modified solera system that makes the distinctive 
wines of the Rutherglen region, some of the oldest 
fortified wines in the world.

Following the tour, we set off for our final 
destination for the day, the golf club in Mulwala 

 ● Right: 1961 EK Holden 
Van used by the RACV in 
Beechworth

 ● Below right: the 
picturesque All Saints 
Estate Winery

 ● Bottom right: Sloane’s 
biplane at the Yarrawonga 
Mulwala Pioneer Museum

 ● Top: part of the 43-strong 
Jaguar contingent corralled 
on a lawn next to the River 
Deck Café prior to the Post 
Rally Tour

 ● Above: Keith and Robyn 
Drew’s 1964 E-type at 
Yakandandah, having been 
driven from Tasmania  
Photo by Richard Walton
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on the NSW side of the Murray River opposite the 
Victorian town of Yarrawonga. The 1924 bridge across 
Lake Mulwala is interesting. Typical of State rivalry, 
it was started from both ends by the respective state 
governments. Unfortunately, they didn’t coordinate 
their efforts, and the bridge has a dip and a bend in 
the middle to make the two ends meet! 

Tuesday morning we drove to the Yarrawonga 
Mulwala Pioneer Museum, featuring one of the 
most comprehensive exhibits of early pioneering 
in Australia. The exhibits cover the agricultural 
heritage, commercial and social life of the district, 
and include vintage agricultural equipment, cars 
and large vehicles. A highlight of the collection is a 
biplane built in 1913 by Douglas Sloane. It’s one of 
very few designs from the early period of aviation 
in Australia to have survived. The wing design 
was based on Sloane’s observations of the flight 
and wing structures of local wedge-tailed eagles.  
Sloane’s death while serving during World War I 
also linked him to another of the museum’s major 
themes, the involvement of people from the region 
in Australia’s wars, and to the beginnings of the 
Australian Flying Corps and subsequently the Royal 
Australian Air Force.

While we could have spent hours in the 
museum, lunch at Rich Glen Olive beckoned (food 
experiences are the excuse for all the PRT driving!). 
Each Jaguar was parked between a row of olive 
trees, making a unique setting for the outdoor 
picnic lunch. After lunch we wandered down to the 
farm-gate store to browse the huge range of olive 
oil products, finally selecting a number of items for 
home consumption and gifts. We then returned 
to the golf club for a walk over the Yarrawonga 
weir, where we saw thousands of Corella parrots 
roosting in the trees near the riverbank. These are a 
protected species; the president of the golf club told 
us they spent more money on repairing the fairways 
and greens due to damage done by these birds than 
on any other maintenance.

That evening we all dined at the Naked Tree 
Restaurant in Yarrawonga. Without a doubt this 
was the highlight meal of the PRT. Totally satiated, 

Cherry Ripe Chatter

we rolled out of the restaurant and called the courtesy bus to return us to our 
accommodation. Some wag suggested that the driver should show us the 
sights of Yarrawonga, so he obliged by taking us round and round one of the 
main street roundabouts!

Next day, we set out for the 187km trip to the Mercure hotel at Echuca, our 
final destination. Our first stop was the Byramine Homestead for Devonshire 
tea. This consisted of the largest scones, jam and cream you could imagine 
plus other delicacies – delicious! Byramine Homestead and Brewery was built 
in 1842 by the famous explorer Hamilton Hume for his sister-in-law, Elizabeth 
Hume, and her nine children after her husband was murdered by bushrangers. 
The homestead’s unique design features octagonal rooms. The central ‘fortress 
room’, containing an armoury, allowed a clear view from all angles in case of 
attack from bushrangers or natives.  

At noon, we departed for the Shepparton Motor Museum. We had a most 
enjoyable drive, following the Greasley’s concours SS1 in convoy, with an 
XKR behind. Boy, for a 1939 2.5-litre car, can that SS1 motor along! Arriving at 
Shepparton, we grabbed a light lunch before strolling next door to look at the 
100-odd classic and muscle cars on display. 

The museum also has a large collection of motorcycles and a unique 
collection of bicycles dating from the 1800s, including everything from an  
1897 wooden bike to a modern carbon fibre racing machine. We were told the 
most expensive motorcycle on display was the Brough Superior – pity my dad 
sold his! Leaving Shepparton, we arrived at Echuca about an hour later, after 
most of the other Jaguars had already arrived. After self-catered nibbles and 
pre-dinner drinks, we all made our way into the hotel’s Murray River Room  
for a BBQ buffet.

 ● Left: Primroses among 
the olive groves

 ● Below: some of the 
E-types at the Mercure 
hotel at Echuca
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The next day’s activities commenced with a 
short walk to the Echuca Wharf in the ‘old town’ for 
a paddle steamer cruise on the PS Canberra, the 
oldest paddle steamer on the Murray. Built in 1912, 
the Canberra was originally a single-deck fishing 
boat. After the war, a second deck was added and 
the Canberra began its life as a tourist vessel. During 
her 2002-2003 restoration, she was returned to 
steam power, using a 1923 wood-fired Marshall 
compound steam engine. This was unprecedented 
because no known boat has ever been restored 
from a diesel back to a steamer.

At the end of the cruise and after a bite to eat, 
we strolled over to the Holden Museum, which 
houses the largest collection of privately owned 
Holdens in Australia. Walking around the museum 
was like taking a walk down memory lane, from 
the first Holden 48-215 (FX) through to the final 
VF Series 2 some 69 years and 7,687,675 vehicles 
later. The collection is courtesy of Holden Ltd, 
Holden enthusiasts and private collectors, and 
contains everything from original and restored cars 
to unique prototypes, historic film footage, and 
Holden and Holden dealer memorabilia. 

That evening we had to make our own 
arrangements for dinner, so on advice given to us at 
the rally, a group of us booked a table at the Sunago 
Greek restaurant less than 10 minutes’ walk from 
the hotel. Most of us ordered only a main course 
and, boy, were we glad we did because the servings 
were huge!

The final day of the PRT consisted of a free 
morning so Virginia and I went sightseeing and, 
dare I say it, to do some shopping. Then, before we 
knew it, we were off for a short drive to Morrisons 
Riverview Winery and Restaurant for what was 
described to us as the ‘Riverside Grazing light lunch 
package’. This consisted of a spectacular selection 
of foods, spread out on a very large trestle table, 
from which everyone was asked to take their fill. 
Following lunch, Virginia and I took a leisurely walk 
along the edge of the Murray River back into the ‘old 
town’ for a final look around. The customary drinks 
and nibbles on the hotel deck was the prelude to 
the farewell dinner at Antonio’s Italian restaurant.  

On Saturday morning, there were lots of farewell 
handshakes, hugs and kisses before our now 
three-car convoy set out for a relatively relaxed 
drive to Yass, where we were staying overnight. On 
the Sunday morning we each went our separate 
way, Virginia and I simply driving home, making 
good time until we were caught in a tail-back on the 
Hume Highway that cost us 20 minutes in virtually 
stationary traffic. Nevertheless we arrived home 
safe and sound having travelled the relatively short 
distance for an Australian NR and PRT of 1,945km 
(1,209 miles) – and the XJ-S didn’t miss a beat.

It would be remiss of me not to thank the  
Rally Director, Keith Mortimer, and his team for  
a most enjoyable 50th Anniversary National Rally, 
and to John and Claire, Allen and Libby for all  
the wonderfully well-organized experiences  
on the PRT.

This article is based on one written by the author and 
published in The Australian Jaguar Driver, June 2019

Cherry Ripe Chatter

 ● Top: pre-dinner drinks in Echuca
 ● Centre: the 1912 PS Canberra is the 

oldest paddle steamer on the Murray River
 ● Above: not Cherry Ripe, but Sally 

Leonhardt and Virginia with our XJ-S 
among the olive trees

THE COMPANY THE TRADE USES & TRUSTS

HEADING FORWARD INTO OUR 35TH YEAR AS A PROVIDER OF ASSURED QUALITY

Leaping Cats Ltd.
THE XK SPECIALIST

FOR SALE - POA - XK 120 DHC 3.4 1953
All matching numbers • Upgrades include: Electric power steering, Uprated frt & Rr brakes, 
5 Speed gearbox, Polybush suspension, Modified extended pedal box, 2”HD8 carbs, 2” SS 

exhaust system, 140 Rad & electric fan, Electric ignition, LED light conversion.

FOR SALE - POA XK 150 DHC 3.4 1957
All matching numbers. 4 Speed manual O/D gear box. Upgrades include: Electric fan, 

Power Steering, Uprated frt & Rear brakes to disc. All poly bush.  Stainless steel exhaust.

• PANELS • PARTS • BODY SHELLS • BESPOKE.
Tel 02476 313139 Fax 02476 643513      E-mail: leapingcats@btconnect.com

16 SCHOOL ROAD, BULKINGTON, NR. NUEATION, WARKS CV12 9JB 
www.leapingcats.co.uk

We will be open to visitors: Saturday 19th Oct 10.00 – 14:00.  Monday 21st Oct 10.00 – 16:30

Please let us know you’re coming & place any order requests in advance.
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Warm late-summer sunshine helped to make 
this year’s Goodwood Revival one of the most 
enjoyable in recent memory, with the Kinrara 
Trophy opening proceedings by running into a 
spectacular sunset on Friday evening. This race 

for pre-1963 GT cars has become one of the highlights of the 
weekend and there were no fewer than nine E-types in the field, 
going up against Ferraris, Aston Martins, Big Healeys and a lone 
Chevrolet Corvette.

The leading Jaguar in qualifying was the second-placed 
roadster of Nigel Greensall and Chris Milner, but they were still 
some way behind the dominant pole-sitting Ferrari 250 GTO of 
Gary Pearson and Andrew Smith. Lining up fourth and fifth – 
behind the Aston Martin DB4 GT of Simon Hadfield and factory 
driver Darren Turner – were two more E-types. Richard Meins 
and Andrew Bentley were just ahead of father-and-son team 
David and Olivier Hart. 

When the flag dropped, Pearson disappeared into a lead 
that Smith was able to maintain during his stint, the GTO duo 
taking a comfortable victory from the Turner/Hadfield Aston 
Martin. David Franklin and Remo Lips were third in a 250 GT 
Short Wheelbase, while the first E-type across the line was that 
of Milner and Greensall in fifth. 

Not quite the titanic battle that we saw last year between the 
Ferrari 250 GT ‘Breadvan’ and the E-type of Jon Minshaw and 
Phil Keen, but an evocative way to start the weekend. It was 
also good to see Calum Lockie and Mark Midgley at the wheel of 
the fixed-head coupé that was raced by Robin Sturgess in 1962. 

disqualified due to a technical infringement.  
The saloons weren’t the only ones to be affected, 
either – the Ferrari 250 GT Short Wheelbase of Joe 
Macari and Tom Kristensen was excluded from the 
Kinrara Trophy. 

One of the real highlights was an emotional 
tribute to our XK Club patron, Sir Stirling Moss, on 
the eve of his 90th birthday. It was wonderful to 
see his wife, Lady Susie, join the Duke of Richmond 
in an Aston Martin DBR1 to mark the occasion, 
and they were followed on a lap of Goodwood 
by a 500cc Cooper, Ferrari Short Wheelbase and 
Vanwall, plus a Lotus 18 piloted by Derek Bell. 

With this year being the 50th anniversary of The 
Italian Job, ‘848 CRY’ – which appeared in the film 
– has had a busy year. At Goodwood, it was part of 
the superb diorama in the Earls Court Motor Show, 
and fittingly it lined up with club member Marc 
Gordon’s blue fixed-head. Marc was contacted 

Recently restored and race-prepped, the car wore the ‘2 BBC’ 
registration that had also been used on Philip’s roadster – which 
is now registered ‘848 CRY’ – when Robin raced it in 1961. 

The Royal Automobile Club TT Celebration is fast becoming 
Cobra territory, and this time it was the car of Chris Wilson and 
André Lotterer that took victory. Another Cobra was second, 
driven by Bill Shepherd and Romain Dumas, while Lukas Halusa 
and Emanuele Pirro pedalled the leading E-type – the ex-
Lumsden/Sargent low-drag Lightweight – to fifth.

If Gary Pearson hadn’t been forced to retire his E-type early 
with a broken distributor drive, perhaps he and co-driver Alex 
Brundle could have been in the mix. Gary had risen to third 
from 13th on the grid after a stupendous first lap, and later that 
afternoon he had better luck in the final race of the weekend. 
The Freddie March Memorial Trophy was held ‘in the spirit of the 
1952-1955 Goodwood Nine Hours race’ and Gary – driving the 
ex-Jim Clark Border Reivers short-nose – led a D-type one-two 
from his brother John. 

Gary had a busy weekend, having also finished seventh in 
the Sussex Trophy, in which the Jaguar-powered Listers of Jon 
Minshaw (‘Knobbly’) and David Hart (Costin) finished third and 
fourth. Kiwi Roger Wills took a narrow victory in his Lotus 15, 
reaching the line 0.275 seconds clear of Sam Hancock’s Ferrari 
Dino 246S. And Minshaw was only a further 0.375 seconds 
behind Hancock! 

Grant Williams won the second part of the St Mary’s Trophy 
after a drag-race to the line with the little Austin A40 of Mike 
Jordan, but his Jaguar Mk1 was one of a number of cars to be 
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Revival magic!

Revival magic!

Philip Porter and James Page report on a memorable weekend at Goodwood

 ● Top left: Dario Franchitti 
(far left) drove an E-type in 
the Kinrara Trophy 

 ● This page, from top: 
ex-Sturgess FHC was a 
welcome entry for the 
Kinrara; E-types of Philip 
Porter and Marc Gordon 
centre-stage in celebration 
of The Italian Job (photo by 
Marc Gordon); Halusa/Pirro 
finished fifth in the TT

Photos by Mike Cole
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 ● Left: the Duke of 
Richmond led a tribute to 
Sir Stirling Moss, and was 
joined by Lady Susie Moss

 ● Below: Gary Pearson 
won the Sussex Trophy in 
the ex-Clark D-type

 ● Right: Milner/Greensall 
roadster was the leading 
E-type in Friday evening’s 
Kinrara Trophy

by the organisers on the Wednesday before the 
Revival because the owner of the E-type that was 
originally going to be displayed suddenly couldn’t 
do it. Marc stepped in at the last minute and the 
two cars looked superb next to each other.

There was also a parade marking the 60th 
anniversary of the Mini, and the usual array of 
sideshows that are so much a part of the Revival. 
Thanks to everyone who stopped to say hello at 
the Porter Press stand – it was a long three days 
for Philip, Julie, Louise and Luke, but nonetheless 
it was great to have the likes of John Fitzpatrick 
and Gordon Murray doing book signings over the 
course of the weekend. 

We’re next back at Goodwood for the 
Members’ Meeting, which has been moved 
forward by a week to 28-29 March. Unless 
something very strange happens, we’re unlikely 
to be basking in warm sunshine on that occasion, 
but you never know! 

Revival magic!Revival magic!

Whether you have a Jaguar D-Type, Aston Martin or something 
completely unique, Mintex can manufacture brake or shoe linings 
for your car.

Buy on line at 
www.motoringclassics.co.uk
or place your order by phone on 01993 707200

Your classic vehicle is precious, 
buy Mintex performance classic 
brakes and treat it with the 
respect it truly deserves.
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W e decided to combine this year’s stay on the 
French Riviera with a visit to the Mille Miglia 
in Brescia, Italy – of course with our E-type 
and our dog ‘Happy’. The trip initially began 
in heavy rain on 26 April in Frankfurt, and 

lasted all of 40 kilometres. The Lucas ‘coupe-circuit general’ 
fell out and the Jaguar had to be towed into the service 
shop. Marcus, a specialist in classic Jaguars who’s based 
near Frankfurt, quickly found the defect and we could 
finally start our journey.

The first part of our route took us, accompanied by much 
rain, through Germany and Switzerland to Chamonix, next 
to Mont Blanc – a total distance of about 550km. There 
we stayed overnight and drove the next morning through 
the Mont Blanc tunnel (12km long and at an altitude of 
approximately 1,350m) towards Aosta in Italy. Finally, the 
weather was much better – sunny and no more rain. The 
run took us to Turin and then to the Mediterranean coast 
and Ventimiglia, the border crossing to France. Arriving in 
Cannes, within two days we had covered about 1,200km 
without any technical trouble in our faithful Jaguar.  

After almost two and half weeks’ holidays in Cannes, we 
drove on 13 May via Genova and Milan to Brescia, the start 
venue for the Mille Miglia. There, in our hotel in Gardone 
on Lake Garda, we met our good friend Alexandra from 
Frankfurt and her friend Eileen from Singapore – plus their 
red 1962 E-type 3.8 Series I OTS. They then accompanied us 
on the further journey through Italy.

The very prestigious 1,000-mile race from Brescia to 
Rome and back to Brescia was an overwhelming first-hand 
experience. There was no restriction and everyone was 
allowed to stand right next to the beautiful cars.

More than 450 classics from 1927 up to 1957 – including 
a lot of XK 120s and some XK 140s – were at the start and 
departed every minute on their long journey to Rome. We, 
of course, were not riding with them, but accompanied 
a parallel tour with our E-type and that of Alexandra and 
Eileen, partly on the same roads as the participants of the 
rally. We drove from Brescia via Verona to Bologna and 
stayed there overnight. On the road, we always could see 
rally participants passing by. 

The next day we continued via Prato and Firenze to 
Assisi. This is a major place of pilgrimage for Christians. The 
rally had a regularity section in the city and we could see 
many wonderful cars again.

After the passing-by of about 250 participants in Assisi, 
we drove to our next hotel in Monteriggioni, a wonderful 
walled town from the Middle Ages next to Siena. The next 
day, we drove our E-type to Siena itself – one of the most 
beautiful, historic cities in Italy – and went to the famous 
Piazza del Campo. There was a drive-through of all Mille 
Miglia participants; it was wonderful!

In the afternoon, we got together with other enthusiasts 
by the side of the road as the rally left Siena and passed 
by in the direction of Bologna. Then we went to another 
overnight stay in Monteriggioni. The next morning we drove 
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European adventure

European adventure

Gaby and Manfred Zottmann look back at the brilliant trip 
they did earlier this year in their Series I E-type 2+2

 ● Above: Mille Miglia 
spectators watch gorgeous 
Alfa Romeo 6C-1750 Gran 
Sport pass by

 ● Right: Gaby and 
‘Happy’ taking in the sights
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 ● Top left: Pinin Farina Fiat leads Lancia Aprilia
 ● Above: XK 120 of Gino and Camilla Valentini
 ● Below: the Zottmanns’ E-type parked up

to Modena, where we visited the wonderful private museum of old 
Maserati cars – the ‘Collezione Umberto Panini’. The surprise for us was 
to see the one and only original Maserati Eldorado 420 M race car that 
was driven by Sir Stirling Moss in the 1958 Race of Two Worlds at Monza.

In the same grounds as the museum was one of the largest factories 
for Italian Parmesan cheese. Next to it, more than 5,000 dairy cows were 
kept. In large halls, tens of thousands of finished Parmesan cheeses 
were kept, ready for export all over the world.

Inspired by the wonderful classic Maseratis of Mr Panini, we drove via 
Verona, accompanied by heavy rain, to Brescia and our hotel in Gardone. 
There we stayed one more night and drove home on 19 May, via Milan, 
then over the border to Switzerland and on to Lugano, Como and Lago 
Maggiore to the St Gotthard car tunnel (17km long at approximately 
2,000m altitude). 

We crossed the border into Germany in 
Basel and headed back to Frankfurt. It was a 
very eventful and great trip with our E-type. 
It covered 3,860km, including all mountain 
passes, without any technical problems (except 
right at the start – Lucas, Prince of Darkness!). 
We will surely repeat this trip to Italy and 
through the beautiful Tuscany, with wonderful 
food and delicious wine.

European adventure

For over 35 years, Classic Showcase has been restoring Jaguar history  by creating award-winning 
show cars and great investment classics. Our showrooms offer a diverse selection of Jaguars and 
other European classics at various levels, ready for worldwide delivery. Let our knowledgeable staff 
help you find the classic of your dreams, and if we don’t have that perfect car in stock, we’ll be 
happy to create one for you. Our team has dedicated years to perfecting the restoration process 
and has made it an enjoyable experience. Our team’s dedication to the craft has achieved 
numerous award-winning Concours results. When it’s time to sell your classic car, let our sales and 
marketinmarketing team assist you with our vast resources and experience in the hobby. We also offer 
Concours preparation services, vehicle servicing and appraisals. Please visit us online to review all 
the diverse services we have to offer! Classic Showcase is the Jaguar Collector’s Resource.

1961 XKE Series I 3.8L FHC 1954 XK-120 SE 3.4L OTS 1965 XKE Series I 4.2L OTS

1965 XKE 4.2L COUPE | VIN: 1E30962 

1963 XKE 3.8L ROADSTER | VIN: 877429

1966 XKE 4.2L COUPE | VIN: 1E32792 

1967 XKE 4.2L ROADSTER | VIN: 1E13274

The Jaguar Collector’s Resource

other Jaguars available from our showroom 

La Jolla, CA 2019 Concours Winner

Show-Driver level, fully restored by Classic Showcase  

Show-Driver level, fully restored by Classic Showcase  

30K original miles; Includes Hard and Soft Tops

CLASSIC SHOWCASE

1958 Mark I 3.4L Saloon  1965 XKE Series I 4.2L OTS

 1966 XKE Series I 4.2L OTS1962 Mark II 3.8L Sedan 1967 340 ‘Mark II’ 3.8L Sedan 1969 XKE Series II 4.2L OTS 1976 XJ6C 4.2L Coupe
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Cost has to be considered – whether 
to restore or buy new. However, not 
all failed SU fuel pumps will require 
a full overhaul. It is possible that 
a failed pump in otherwise good 

physical condition may only require that the 
points are carefully cleaned, so this should 
be checked before spending money on an 
overhaul kit or a new pump. When dealing 
with an otherwise ‘clean’ known pump from an 
enthusiast’s own E-type, a full overhaul could 
still be a worthwhile and economic exercise, 
but if simply cleaning up an otherwise good but 
unknown pump it’s perhaps worth purchasing 
a new AZX1308 diaphragm spring just in case 
the pump was actually a model AZX1307 with 
a lower-pressure spring. The cost is only two or 
three pounds.

E-type pumps are mounted in the rear 
wing and are protected from the weather, so 
hopefully they may not have suffered too much 
rust. This is not always the case with other 
models of car. Many pumps offered on eBay 
are very rusty and may have originated on cars 
where they were mounted underneath and open 
to the elements. If they are rusty on the outside 
they are unlikely to be much better inside. Even 
if visibly clean on the outside, inner cavities 
can be clogged with accumulated residues and 
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SU fuel pumps pt3

SU fuel pumps

Mike Cassidy turns his attention to servicing the E-type’s SU fuel pump

substances from alloy corrosion. As long as any corrosion 
is not on mating or sealing surfaces it may not present a 
problem (photo 18).

Given the costs of overhaul and electronic upgrade kits, 
I came to the conclusion that only the overhaul of a known 
existing vehicle pump or a very good used pump costing no 
more that £10-15 was worthwhile. This would give a total of 
£50 to £60 – roughly half the price of a new pump. I felt that 
the electronic upgrade was not a cost-effective route when 
compared to the purchase of a new electronic pump. 

I have mentioned that the most common failure or cause 
of unreliability is burnt or dirty points. On an otherwise 
‘clean’ used pump, it may be possible to get away with 
simply cleaning up the points with fine glasspaper, but only if 
they are not severely pitted. Another failure that can occur on 
a very old pump is stiffening of the pump diaphragm, leading 
to a slowing of the pump or an actual failure to operate, 
where the only option is replacement.

Then, of course, there can be leaks through old seals  
and failing check valves as a result of the ingress of  
grit. The latter can be checked by blowing and sucking on  
the inlet and outlet ports and, if not overly dirty, sometimes 
dirt can be carefully blown out of the valves after removal 
from the pump body. If deciding on a full overhaul, all of  
the components required are supplied in the rebuild kit 
(photo 19).

The SU AUF/AZX pumps can be broken down into three 
main sections or assemblies. The pumping stage can 
be separated from the solenoid/diaphragm section and 
refurbished on its own after removing the six 2BA bolts 
around the flange using a good-fitting screwdriver, taking 
care to note the orientation of the stage relative to the 
solenoid. Sharp tools should not be used to ease the  
sections apart so as to avoid any damage to the flange  
faces. When separating the parts, the old gasket may  
adhere to the existing diaphragm or the pump body  
flange. Photo 20 shows a relatively clean unrestored 
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27

SU fuel pumps SU fuel pumps

pumping stage after removal from the solenoid assembly.
The solenoid/diaphragm section is serviced together with 

the points section because setting the points requires that 
the diaphragm is rotated to screw the points-actuating rod in 
or out during replacement and setting up (photos 21 and 22). 
In photograph 21, the old gasket can be seen adhered to the 
old diaphragm. 

Fitting and setting the new points and diaphragm 
is relatively straightforward and detailed in the Burlen 
instructions. Since the pumping stage is likely to take more 
time because of possible difficulty in removing check valves 
and cleaning, I usually restore the pumping section first. 

The pumping stage consists of a machined alloy casting 
into which are fitted a pair of identical inlet and outlet valves, 
each of which is formed as a one-way or ‘check’ valve and, as 
explained, fitted in opposition to one another to prevent fuel 
being pushed back into the pumping chamber and/or the 
tank. These are protected with domed covers and are held 
in place with a pressed sheet metal retainer held with two 
screws. The inlet port is also fitted with a mesh filter under 
the check valve.

The fitting instructions that came with the full kit did not 
include any information with regard to the overhaul of the 
pumping section. Nevertheless, if in doubt the exploded 
diagram available online or in the SU Workshop Manual 
that’s available from Burlen can be used as a guide. The 
replacement of the one-way valves and various seals is 
straightforward, with one possible exception.

After I had removed the check valve retaining plate 
shown in photograph 23, I used a small screwdriver in the 
holes to try to carefully lever out the domed valve covers. 
Unfortunately, they would not move, and out of concern to 
avoid damage I ended up placing the entire pump section  
in a pan of boiling water for five minutes to expand the 
casting. This did the trick and the seized covers and valves 
simply dropped out. The old mesh filter on the inlet-valve 
side may have to be pushed out using an angled probe 
pushed into the fuel inlet port because it’s a very tight fit, 
but again avoid using sharp tools that may scratch sealing 
surfaces (photo 24).

My spare pump was not in such bad condition, with only a 
few patches of rust to the various pressed steel components 
and some small traces of fuel residues in the various cavities, 
but this is not always the case, as shown in the earlier 
photographs. After stripping out the valves, both the air 
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bottle and smoothing chamber in the casting can be carefully 
cleaned. I used a cloth with white spirit and then a very soft 
wire brush in a Dremel rotating tool to clean out old residues 
and traces of corrosion, as I had done with the Lucas 2FP 
pump (photo 25).

Fitting the new components is simply the reverse of 
disassembly, making sure that the valve seats are clean. If 
in any doubt as to the order of fitting or valve direction, the 
exploded diagram should be checked. First, new rubber seals 
are fitted into the valve seats. On the inlet side, the new mesh 
filter is fitted and then a second rubber seal (photo 26). At 
one time these appear to have been cork seals but now are 
some form of rubber. 

28
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SU fuel pumps

in fitting the new seals, there is a cryptic 
comment in Burlen’s online description of the 
overhaul warning of the need for ‘pressure 
testing facilities’ if opening the flow smoothing 
chamber, without giving any guidance. One of 
the seals provided in the kit is a very thin red 
circular polythene-like material and this sits in 
the recess in the cavity before the new domed 
diaphragm is fitted. The diaphragm is fitted with 
the dome pointing into the cavity, and the black 
rubber O-ring then sits on top of this before the 
metal cover is carefully fitted and tightened 
down with the four 4BA fixing screws, tightening 
them diagonally.

After the new valves and seals have been 
fitted, the pumping section can be tested by 
blowing and sucking on the inlet and outlet 
ports, which will indicate how the check valves 
are working. Then, as long as the thin inner 
diaphragm seal, the diaphragm and O-ring are 
fitted correctly into the flow smoothing chamber, 
and the new gasket has been carefully fitted into 
the air bottle and the covers carefully tightened 
down, there should not be any problem. 

Any leaks should show up later when testing 
with paraffin or white spirit, keeping in mind 
that a leak into the ‘trapped air’ pocket in the 
flow smoothing chamber would not be detected. 
So, as explained, care needs to be taken when 
refitting the fragile diaphragm and the seals. 

Once the pumping stage is completed, the 
stage can be cleaned up externally with metal 
polish and a soft rotary mop fitted to a Dremel 
rotary tool. It can then be set to one side 
while the pumping diaphragm and points are 
attended to. 

Continued next month
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Then the new check valves are fitted with the tab facing into the 
pumping chamber on the inlet side and facing into the outlet port on the 
outlet side. Finally, the domed covers are refitted (photo 27) followed by 
the retaining plate. 

The inlet air bottle is formed as a cavity in the casting (photo 28) and 
closed with a pressed steel circular lid and cork gasket held by a single 
central bolt. On the outlet side there is the smaller flow smoothing cavity 
(photo 29) closed with a pressed steel domed cover enclosing a thin 
plastic domed diaphragm and a pair of seals (photo 30), and fastened with 
four 4BA screws. 

While there was nothing in the instructions to give any guidance 

1963 Jaguar E-Type Low Drag
A beautiful E-Type Low Drag which has been completely recommisioned for the 2017 race season. Ready to go!

POA

1961 Jaguar E-Type - 3.8 Series 1 POA
An original UK RHD car which has been restored to a 
superb standard. Finished in Black with Red interior.

CKL Developments Ltd, 
Woodcote, Marley Lane Business Park, 

Battle, East Sussex, TN33 0RE

www.ckl.co.uk

+ 44 (0) 1424 870 600

ckl@ckl.co.uk

Remarkably low milage example in time-warp condition. 
Just 5,027 Miles from New. 1 previous owner. 
Number plate ‘XJ V12’ included.

1983 Lynx Eventer POA

1954 Jaguar XK120 FHC
Once owned and raced by the legendary Jack Sears, this 
historically important Jaguar XK120 is truly worthy of any 
collection.

Lister Jaguar ‘Knobbly’ – BHL158
BHL158 was the first of the new-build Lister Jaguars to be sold to the 
public and raced. It would see road use and race in events such as 
the Goodwood Members Meeting.

1950 Jaguar XK120 ‘Alloy’ Competition Roadster
CKL are delighted to offer this 1950 Jaguar XK120 ‘Alloy’ 
Competition Roadster, one of 240 lightweight alloy roadsters

1964 Jaguar E-type 3.8 – CKL002
“Probably the best E-type in the world” CKL are thrilled to  
announce CKL002, designed for the 21st century with 
quintessential British styling and a touch of modern technology.

£375,000

POA

POA

POA

£175,000

Race Preparation • Restoration • Servicing • Sales • Transport • Storage
Based in East Sussex, CKL are the leading
specialists in road and racing Jaguar & Listers
of the 1950s and ’60s. Our purpose built facility
incorporates:
• Engine Room
• Panel Shop
• Paint Shop
• 8 Lift Workshop
• Large Vehicle Storage

+ 44 (0) 1424 870 600

www.ckl.co.uk
ckl@ckl.co.uk

CKL Developments Ltd,
Woodcote, Marley Lane Business Park,

Battle, East Sussex, TN33 0RE

1973 Lynx D-type – 57 SAL
CKL are thrilled to offer 57 SAL, Lynx’s 17th D-type order and the 
legendary Lynx D-type which claimed those National Endurance 
Speed Records at MIRA in 1987.

POA

1973 Jaguar E-type S3 – 6.9L V12
This 1973 S3 E-type has recently been restored, with the engine 
bored out to a 6.9L, fuel injected powerhouse paired with a ceramic 
coated Hayward and Scott exhaust system. Ready for road or track.

1963 Jaguar E-Type Low Drag
A beautiful E-Type Low Drag which has been completely recommisioned for the 2017 race season. Ready to go!

POA

1961 Jaguar E-Type - 3.8 Series 1 POA
An original UK RHD car which has been restored to a 
superb standard. Finished in Black with Red interior.

CKL Developments Ltd, 
Woodcote, Marley Lane Business Park, 

Battle, East Sussex, TN33 0RE

www.ckl.co.uk

+ 44 (0) 1424 870 600

ckl@ckl.co.uk

Remarkably low milage example in time-warp condition. 
Just 5,027 Miles from New. 1 previous owner. 
Number plate ‘XJ V12’ included.

1983 Lynx Eventer POA

Race Preparation • Restoration • Servicing • Sales • Transport • Storage
Based in East Sussex, CKL are the leading
specialists in road and racing Jaguar & Listers
of the 1950s and ’60s. Our purpose built facility
incorporates:
• Engine Room
• Panel Shop
• Paint Shop
• 8 Lift Workshop
• Large Vehicle Storage

+ 44 (0) 1424 870 600

www.ckl.co.uk
ckl@ckl.co.uk

CKL Developments Ltd,
Woodcote, Marley Lane Business Park,

Battle, East Sussex, TN33 0RE

£20,0001969 Triumph TR6
This TR6 is an excellent example of a car that is ready to enjoy at 
the turn of the key. Great condition, RHD, manual, ready for the 
road.

£87,5001989 GTD40
GT Developments, the highly respected GT40 reproduction 
workshop, crafted this car in 1989 to a much higher standard than 
other reproductions, focusing heavily on authenticity.
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THROUGH OUR TRUSTED BROKERAGE SERVICE, E-TYPE UK OFFERS A PROFESSIONAL 
AND RELIABLE RESOLUTION TO SELLING YOUR BELOVED CLASSIC JAGUAR. 

THE 
WARREN

Classic Car Show
Jaguar Class

WINNER

HISTORIC
MOTORING 

AWARDS
Bespoke Car of the Year

NOMINEE
2019

HISTORIC
MOTORING 

AWARDS

NOMINEE
Restoration of the Year

2019 2018
98      The E-type -    November 2019


